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Available in Sterling Silver and 
14k Gold. Specific to each month with 

matching birth gemstone.

SEALIFE   FASHION   DIAMONDS   ESTATE

™

Periwinkle Place Shops • Sanibel Island • 239-472-4177 • CongressJewelers.com

March: The Olive Shell, 
Aquamarine, The Olive shell
is a spiral shell characterized by
intense energy; those born to 
this  shell are courageous, 
healthy and perceptive with 
a bright awareness and 
spiritual energy. As
imaginative as they 
are compassionate, 
those born to the 
Olive are known as 
intuitive and kind.

Sea Jewels

Sea Jewels

Capturing the sparkle off the rolling waves, 
Congress Jewelers has created Sea Jewels, Island 
inspired pavé diamond jewelry, set in14k gold.
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82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival • March 7, 8 and 9, 2019
Thursday and Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • Saturday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

The Community House, 2173 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957

Inside The Community House 
• A $5 donation includes a bag of local shells, packaged by Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club members, and one free 

admission to the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum redeemable during the 2019 Sanibel Shell Festival  
(up to $15 value). Funds raised from donations are awarded in grants to local educational and conservation 
organizations, as well as marine science scholarships for students at local universities.

• Artistic and Scientific Division Exhibition Halls. The judged competitive shows are open to shell collectors  
and artists around the world. Prizes and ribbons are awarded in a variety of categories.

• Authors' Table featuring book signings and book sales with local and national authors.
• Specimen Shell Booth.
• Gently worn jewelry sales table with all the proceeds going to the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club scholarship fund.
• Professional artists on site with works for sale including Sailor's Valentines, floral arrangements and other shell 

creations.

Outside The Community House 
(no admission charge)
• Sanibel-Captiva Shell Crafters have shell crafted items on display and for sale.
• The Shell Tent where shells can be bought for as little as 25 cents.
• Sixth graders from The Sanibel School share their knowledge of local shells at the Live Shell Exhibit.
• Commemorative Sanibel Shell Festival T-shirts available in a variety of sizes and colors for $15 each.
• Raffle tickets for 6 grand prizes valued from $250 to $1,000.

Mention this ad and receive a free 
Sanibel Island print when you book!

239-395-7671

Our studio is located at  
1619 Periwinkle Way, Suite 104 

Sanibel Island 33957 



The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club proudly welcomes you to the 82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival, the longest running 
shell show in the country. The origins of the shell show date back to the 1920s, as does The Community House where 

the show is held. We encourage you to come inside and experience a blend of historical and modern Sanibel. The exhibits 
you will see are divided into two divisions. The Artistic Division features incredible works of art created primarily with 
shells and other sealife and is further divided into professional and hobbyist categories of competition. The Scientific 
Division focuses on single shells and collections from Florida and around the world. Each division has special categories 
for elementary and high school students. Of course, people who were students a long time ago are welcome to show their 
beautiful shells as well. In 2018, we had an exhibitor who was 100 years old. Happily, the interest in shells spans many 
generations. 

The mission of the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club is to exchange information in the field of conchology and malacology, to 
foster public education and intelligent conservation, and to encourage and support studies and research activities in those 
fields. The Sanibel Shell Show provides an opportunity for exhibitors to share their passion for the wonderful world of 
shells with each other as well as the many visitors who support the show.

One hundred percent of the profits from the show are distributed as gifts, grants and scholarships. Past recipients 
include Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum, Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foundation, Florida Gulf Coast 
University, University of South Florida and the Florida Museum of Natural History.

On behalf of the entire Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club, I invite you to step inside The Community House and visit the 
world of shells!

Tom Annesley
President, Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club

Welcome to the
 82nd Annual
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Make check payable to:
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club

P.O. Box 355
Sanibel Island, FL 33957

The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club is a 501(c)3 charitable organization

YES! I would love to join the 
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club

Annual Dues
Single  $15           Family   $20

Name:  
Address:  
 
 
Phone:  
Email:  

Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club Officers
President Tom Annesley
Vice President Karen Silverstein
Secretary Kim Short
Treasurer Linda Edinburg
Past President Karen Turner
Members At Large Connie Jump
 Ramona Novitski
 Carol Periard

2019 Sanibel Shell Show Committee Chairs
Co-Chairs Mary Burton & Joyce Matthys
Scientific Chair Tom Annesley
Artistic Chair Mary Burton
Art Exhibit Coordinator Charles Barr
Authors’ Table Ramona Novitski
 & Jennifer Schiff
Specimen Shells Donald Dan
T-shirt Sales Holly Dunn
Advertising & PR Karen Silverstein
Exhibit Entries Linda Annesley
Hospitality Connie Jump
Hosts & Hostesses Stacy & Linda Edinburg
Judges’ Reception Karen Turner
Show Finances Linda Edinburg
Trophies & Sponsorships Mary Burton & Joyce Matthys

To enter the 83rd Sanibel Shell Festival in 2020, log onto 
http://sanibelshellclub.com after September 1, 2019 

for exhibit rules and entry forms
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The Community House welcomes you to the 82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival, a unique event that has no equal in 
the world of shelling. We hope you enjoy your visit.

The Community House was built in 1927 by the residents of Sanibel to serve as a gathering place and center of the 
community’s civic and social life. It soon became the home for Sanibel’s annual “shell extravaganza,” which has been held 
here ever since. 

In addition to hosting the annual shell festival, The Community House hosts shell collector and shell-crafter activities 
throughout the year. The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Crafters organization meets here every Monday year-round to create the 
lovely and whimsical shell art you will find at the shell festival. All revenues from the sales of the Shell Crafters’ creations 
at the shell festival go toward operation of The Community House, which is run by the nonprofit Sanibel Community 
Association (SCA). 

In the summer of 2016, SCA embarked on a major restoration and renovation of The Community House and its 
grounds, ensuring that this historic facility can continue to serve future generations of shell enthusiasts for years to come. 
We are celebrating The Community House and are delighted to be commemorating our 82nd Sanibel Shell Festival.

You can support the house by becoming a member of SCA, by making a tax-deductible donation to our restoration 
fund or by becoming a Community House volunteer. Please join us. Can you imagine life without our Community 
House?

Lew Gould, Board President
Teresa Riska-Hall, Executive Director
 Sanibel Community Association

Sanibel Shell Festival

Become a Member Today!
Simply fill out the information, mail or drop off at The Community House, or use the Become a Member tab online

     $50 Individual Membership

     $100 Includes two adults and 
   children in household

     $150 Business Membership

     $1,000 An extra level of community support,   
   thank you for your giving

Member Registration

Member 1_______________________________________

Member 2_______________________________________

Mailing Address_________________________________

________________________________________________

Phone___________________________________________

Email___________________________________________

Payment Method: Check, payable to SCA,
or Credit Cards by calling 239-472-2155

Telephone (239) 472-2155
Email info@sanibelcommunityhouse.net
2173 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel FL 33957
www.SanibelCommunityHouse.net

Sanibel Community Association
2019 Shell Festival Committee

Shell Festival Co-Chairs:

Raffle Committee:

Appreciation Luncheon:

Susan Schoenherr
Lynette Kelly
Marcia Simmons
Teresa Riska-Hall
Melissa Congress

SCA



T-Shirt Sales 
Benefit Grant And 
Scholarship Programs

The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club has 
created a new T-shirt for the 2019 

Shell Festival. It features shells that can 
be found on the beaches of Sanibel and 
Captiva and was created by Sanibel-
Captiva Shell Club member and graphic 
artist Andrea Schopf. The ladies V-neck 
shirts come in aqua, coral and lavender. 
The unisex and crewneck T-shirts come 
in heather blue, light gray and aqua. 
All the shirts sell for $15 each and are 
available at the Sanibel Shell Festival.

One hundred percent of the profits 
from the T-shirt sales, like the other 
income from the Sanibel Shell Show, 
are given out in the form of grants to 
marine science-related programs and 
scholarships to the Marine Science 
Departments of the University of 
South Florida and Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

Robin Harris and Rick Batt model the 2019 T-shirts photo provided
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For class schedule and to view the gallery, visit Sandy’s website at 

www.SailorsValentineStudio.com

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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Air Ambulance
800-MED-JETS (633-5387)

239-262-5387
www.MedJets.com

Aircraft Charter
800-AIR-TREK (247-8735)

239-262-8735
www.AirTrek.aero

No hidden fees • No fine print • Just hassle-free, luxurious private travel on your time schedule.

From weekend getaways to the Keys/Bahamas to
“Air Trek’s Elite Snowbird Package”

82nd Annual Sanibel 
Shell Festival Magazine

Publisher: 
Lorin Arundel

Feature Writer: 
Jeff Lysiak

Graphic Arts & Production:
Ann Ziehl
Amanda Hartman
Justin Wilder

Advertising Sales:
Lorin Arundel
Bob Petcher

Front Cover Photography:
Melanie Moraga
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Tom Annesley
Matt Asen
Leah Biery
Mary Burton
City of Sanibel
Melissa Congress
Bev Bethell Dolezal
Linda Edinburg
Leigh Gay
Lew Gould
Jarred Harris
Dave Horton
Anne Joffe
Traci Lantz
José H. Leal, PhD
Lee County Visitor &
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Joyce Matthys
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Teresa Riska-Hall
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club
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Co-hosted by The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club 
and The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Crafters

Raffle Proceeds To Benefit The Community House 
Ticket Donation: $5 each, 3 for $10 or 7 for $20

Drawing will be held on Saturday, March 9 at 3 p.m. You need not be present to win.
Festival Hours: March 7 and 8, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. • March 9, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sanibel Shell Festival 
RAFFLE

Sanibel Captiva Beach Resorts 
One week vacation for two on a 
beautiful island. Some restrictions 
may apply. Valued at $1,000

Shelling Excursion
Let the ocean guide you on beautiful 
Caya Costa. Half-day shelling cruise 
for four with lunch on Captiva. 
Donated by Captiva Cruises and The 
Bubble Room. Valued At $300

Sightseeing On The Bay
Guided kayak tour for four and 
lunch at Doc Ford’s. Donated by 
Tarpon Bay Explorers and Doc Ford’s 
Rum Bar and Grille. Valued at $300

Sanibel Seashell Jewelry
Shelling in Silver or Gold – 
Handcrafted on Sanibel Island. Gift 
certificate. Donated by Congress 
Jewelers Sealife by Congress Designs. 
Valued at $750

Shell Wreath
One of a kind shell wreath. Created 
and donated by the Sanibel-Captiva 
Shell Crafters. Valued at $250

Specimen Shell
Large Murex Ramosus in lucite display 
case. Shell donated by Larry Strange, 
Sanibel Seashell Industries. Lucite case 
donated by Ann Arnoff, Charles Lister 
and Bill Schecker. Valued at $450

From left, Sarah Jacobson, Sanibel Community Association director of marketing and events; Sue Schoenherr, Sanibel Shell Festival 
chair; Lynette Kelly, Sanibel-Captiva Shell Crafters; and Melissa Congress, Sanibel Shell Festival raffle chair with some of the raffle prizes
 photo by Jeff Lysiak      
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Supermarket and 
Family Restaurant

Supermarket: 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.  •  Restaurant: 7 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

1700 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel, FL
Corner of Periwinkle & Casa Ybel

(239) 472-9300

www.JerrysFoods.com

OF    SANIBEL

Remodeled Restaurant

New Coffee Bar

Expanded Deli

Imported & Domestic Specialty 
Cheeses

Check out 
the fresh 

look of our 
Supermarket 
& Restaurant!



What The Sanibel-Captiva 
Shell Club Is All About

Twelve members of the island 
community founded the 

Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club in 
1961. Today, the club has more 
than 300 members from across 
the United States, Canada and 
Barbados.

Shell Club meetings are usually 
held on the second Sunday of 
the month, October through April, at Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum. However, this year the museum is 
being renovated and the meetings have been moved to The 
Community House. The March meeting will be held on the 
17th because the club will be busy breaking down the shell 
show on the second Sunday of the month. 

The meetings begin at 1:45 p.m. with refreshments and 
a half-hour silent auction of shells and shell-related items. 
The money raised at the silent auctions is earmarked for the 
Shell Museum’s outreach program Mollusks on the Move. 
The program takes shells and live mollusks to schools 
that are too far away to visit the museum, the Golisano 
Children’s Hospital of Southwest Florida, retirement 
centers and local events. 

Each meeting features a speaker who increases 
members’ knowledge of the shell world. There is also an 
informative monthly newsletter, which generally comes 
out October through April.

The meetings are open to anyone who is interested in 
collecting and studying seashells and mollusks, the animals 
who create them, or working with shells as an art form.

Members range from beachcombers with shells they 
have found on a beach to knowledgeable collectors with 
valuable worldwide collections. They may be permanent 
residents from the surrounding area, seasonal residents 
or simply visitors who want to support the club. Shell 
collecting can be a lifelong professional interest or a happy 
diversion for one’s spare time.

The Sanibel Shell Show is the club’s largest fundraiser. 
It began 82 years ago when a few Sanibel shell collectors 
decided to have an exhibit of their shells on the porch of 
the Island Inn. Today, it is considered one of the top shell 
shows in the United States, and exhibitors come from 
around the world to enter exhibits in the Scientific and 
Artistic Divisions of this show. It is an intricate part of the 
Sanibel Shell Festival. All the profits raised by the shell 
club and shell show are given out in the form of grants to 
marine educational programs.

The purpose of the club is to promote the study of 
mollusks and the shells they create, to give assistance and 
information to others interested in this subject, and to 
promote and encourage the understanding of ecology and 
conservation. Members are responsible collectors devoted 
to increasing knowledge while searching for perfection and 
diversification in shell specimens.

The objectives of the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club are 
to provide a forum for the exchange of information in 
the field of conchology and malacology, to foster public 
education and intelligent conservation of those and related 
ecological resources, and to encourage and support studies 
and research activities in those fields.

Anyone with an interest in mollusks, shells, marine 
environments and shell art is encouraged to join the 
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club. More information can be found 
online at https://sanibelshellclub.com.

Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club President Tom Annesley presenting a 
$15,000 check to Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum Director 
Dorrie Hipschman

From left, Amanda, Dominic, Olivia and Nicholas Baker, members of 
the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club, with some of their favorite finds they 
brought for “Show & Tell” photos provided

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival - 10

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival



THREE LOCATIONS 
Open Daily 7 am - 9 pm

Welcome to the

Shell Festival

239-472-1516
www.Baileys-Sanibel.com

Sanibel Island
Corner of Periwinkle Way & Tarpon Bay Road

Middle Gulf Drive at Sundial Beach Resort & Spa

Captiva Island
The Island Store on Andy Rosse Lane

NOW
serving you at  

The Island Store
on Captiva!



The Sanibel Shell Show: 
What You Will See

Exhibitors from around the United States and Canada 
have traveled to Sanibel to enter their shell collections 

and artistic creations in the prestigious and highly 
competitive Sanibel Shell Show. There are two major 
divisions of competition, the Scientific Division featuring 
single shell exhibits and multiple shell exhibits, and the 
Artistic Division including creations made from shells and 
other sea life. The competition is open to everyone. The 
following is a list of the different classes of competition in 
the 2019 show.

SCIENTIFIC DIVISION
Student Classes
Grades K-6 – Multiple or single shells
Grades 7-12 – Multiple or single shells
Single Shell Classes (one specimen only) 
Sanibel-Captiva – Self-collected
Florida-Caribbean – Self-collected
Florida-Caribbean – Any source
Worldwide – Self-collected
Worldwide – Any source
Unusual Variants (Albino, freak, etc.) – Any source
Fossils (Shells and/or Other Sea Life) – Any source
Sea Life (other than shells) – Any source
Multiple Shell Classes – Two or more specimens
Sanibel-Captiva – Self-collected
Florida-Caribbean – Self-collected
Florida-Caribbean – Any source
Worldwide – Any source
One Superfamily, Family or Subfamily– Any source
One Genus – Any source
One Species to Show Color, Form and/or Growth
 – Self-collected
One Species to Show Color, Form and/or Growth
 – Any source
Sea Life Other Than Shells (Coral, echinoderm, etc.)
 – Any source
Special (An exhibit that does not fit into any of the above 
classes)
Miniatures (Adult shells only, maximum size 1 inch
 – Any source
Best of the Blues (Must have won a blue ribbon at a 
previous Sanibel Shell Show)

Anne Joffe Sanibel Superstar Award (Limited to exhibits 
that previously have won a major award)
Multimedia (Shell photo, painting or other artistic
rendering)
Collectables (Antiques, fine art, unusual artifacts using 
shells or shell motifs)
Single Shell Or Multiple Shell Class
Best of the Blues (Must have won a blue ribbon at a 
previous Sanibel Shell Show)
Anne Joffe Sanibel Superstar Award (Limited to exhibits 
that previously have won a major award)

ARTISTIC DIVISION 
Hobbyist Classes & Professional Classes
Flower Arrangement – Made of shells 
Flower Arrangement – Sea life with or without shells
Single Flower
Single Stem of Flowers
Miniature Flower Arrangement
Miniature Picture
Lamp
Tree or Topiary
Jewelry – Single piece of jewelry in a covered case
Jewelry – Multiple pieces of jewelry in a covered case
Shell-related Needlecraft
Holiday Decoration
Single Sailor’s Valentine
Single Miniature Sailor’s Valentine
Single Medium Sailor’s Valentine (Professionals only)
Traditional Single Sailor’s Valentine
Double Sailor’s Valentine
Traditional Double Sailor’s Valentine
Novelties
Flower Picture
Picture or Mosaic Other Than Flowers
Mirror
Wreath, Non-holiday
Multimedia (Shell photo, painting or other artistic 
rendering)
Shell Table
Shell Box
Miscellaneous (Not applicable to any of the other classes)
Collectibles (Antiques, fine art, unusual artifacts using 
shells or shell motifs)
Student Exhibitor Grades K-6 (Any of the above classes)
Student Exhibitor Grades 7-12 (Any of the above classes)

Sanibel Community 
Association Shell Festival 

Chair Sue Schoenherr

Sanibel Shell Show 
Co-Chair Joyce Matthys

Sanibel Shell Show 
Co-Chair Mary Burton

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival - 12

The Chairs 
Of The Sanibel 
Shell Festival

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival



82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival - 13

Shell Club Silent Auctions 
Support Mollusks On The Move
by Joyce Matthys

“Let’s try it.” 
That was 

the response last 
spring when it 
was suggested 
that the Sanibel-
Captiva Shell 
Club have a 
silent auction 
of shells and 
shell-related 
objects at each 
club meeting. 
Many new club members are just starting their collections 
while many members have been collecting for a long time. 
Those who have large collections often have duplicates 
of a species. Now we are giving club members and other 
collectors a chance to share their extra shells by donating 
them to the silent auctions.

This fall, the club decided to earmark the proceeds from 
the silent auctions to Mollusks on the Move, the Bailey-
Matthews National Shell Museum’s outreach program. Last 

year, the club donated $15,000 to help purchase a van for 
the program. The money raised by the silent auctions will 
be used to help defray the program’s expenses such as gas 
and supplies for trips to schools that are too far away to 
come to the museum on a field trip. Mollusks on the Move 
also takes shells and mollusks (the live animals that create 
the shells) to the Golisano Children’s Hospital of Southwest 
Florida, retirement centers and local events.

Have the silent auctions been a success? Yes, the first 
two auctions this season netted $2,074.  However, the last 
of the shells that have been donated will be auctioned 
off at the March meeting. If you have good quality shells 
that you would like to donate to the club’s silent auctions, 
contact email joycematthys1@gmail.com or call 503-871-
1082.

The van is equipped to guarantee the live animals stay healthy in 
route to their visits

The club depends on donated shells for their 
silent auctions. This beautiful Spondylus was 
donated by Dick Willis. photos provided      

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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HOBBYIST ARTISTIC DIVISION SPONSORS
Ann Arnoff Memorial Award
 Best Shell Flower Exhibit Susan Spohr

Best Miniature Flower Arrangement The Edinburg Family
Best Picture or Mosaic She Sells Sea Shells
Flo Ioreo Award 

 Best Lamp
Shell Crafters and 

 Sanibel Community Association
Wanda Will Award 

 Best Jewelry Exhibit Bank of the Islands

Dorothy K. Putnam Award 
 Best Mirror Sanibel Community Association

Best Single Sailor’s Valentine She Sells Sea Shells
Best Miniature Sailor’s Valentine Shalimar Cottages & Motel
Best Double Sailor’s Valentine Island Inn
Bettie K. McGowan Award The McGowan Family
 Best Holiday Exhibit

Best Shell Related Exhibit The Lesinski Family, 
 In Memory of John & Grace Shepherd

Daniel E. Malone Award 
 Best Exhibit in Student Classes The Clifford Family

Best In Show – Hobbyist Bailey’s General Store
Terri Gosselin Memorial Award 

 Best Miscellaneous Exhibit Goz Gosselin

PROFESSIONAL ARTISTIC DIVISION SPONSORS
Best Single Sailor’s Valentine Sanibel Seashell Industries
Best Double Sailor’s Valentine Bank of the Islands
Bill Jordan Award 

 Best Miniature Sailor’s Valentine The Fields Family

Best Medium Sailor’s Valentine West Wind Inn
Best Flower Exhibit Sanibel Captiva Community Bank
Meta Neujahr Award 

 Best Miniature Flower Arrangement
The Neujahr Family and 

 Sanibel Community Association
Best Picture or Mosaic Congress Jewelers
Best Miscellaneous Exhibit Jerry’s Foods
Capt. Tom Clifford Award 

 Best in Show – Professional The Clifford Family

COMBINED HOBBYIST & PROFESSIONAL ARTISTIC CLASSES SPONSORS
Judges’ Special Ribbons Three Crafty Ladies
Judges’ Merit Ribbon Three Crafty Ladies

People’s Choice Award – Artistic Karl Kotasek, 
 In Memory of Loretta Kotasek

SCIENTIFIC DIVISION SPONSORS
DuPont Trophy 

 Most Oustanding Entry Delaware Museum of Natural History

Conchologists of America Award 
 Entry That Best Furthers Interest In Shells Conchologists of America

Best Sanibel-Captiva Shells – Self-Collected Sanibel Community Association
Best Florida-Caribbean Shells – Any Source Joyce Matthys
Best Fossil Shells – Any Source Norm Ziegler’s Fly Shop
Howard Sexauer Award 

 Best Worldwide Shells – Any Source
The Sexauer Family and 

 Sanibel Community Association
Marilyn Northrop Award 

 Best Self-Collected Single Shell Gene Everson

Gene & Evelyn Spencer Memorial Award 
 Best South Pacific Shell – Any Source Eugene C. Spencer

R. Tucker Abbott Award Anne and David Joffe
Shell of the Show – Any Source Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum
Shell of the Show – Fossil Phyllis Sharp
Elsie Malone Award  

 Best Student Exhibit The Clifford Family

Best of the Blues Bailey’s General Store
Anne Joffe Sanibel Superstar Award 

 Best Entry Island Sun

People’s Choice Award – Scientific Mary Burton
Judges’ Special Ribbons Matzaluna and The Timbers Restaurant
Judges’ Merit Ribbon Doug and Kathy Kapp

2019 Sanibel Shell Show Awards & Sponsors
“Thank you to all the Class Sponsors for your continued support”

The Anne 
Joffe Sanibel 

Superstar 
Award pin 
is designed 

and donated 
by Congress 

Jewelers

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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Heart of the Island Shops
Open Daily 

1628 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel FL 
239-472-2893

Find us on

$5 OFF
Your purchase of $30

or more through March 31!
* Excludes clearance merchandise

* Cannot be combined with other offers

Featuring 
Nautical Fabrics • Quilting Supplies• Scrapbooking • Knitting • Art Supplies • Beads  

Cross Stitch • Buttons • Shell Crafting • Children’s Crafts • Gifts • Sewing Machine Rentals

www.threecraftyladies.com

Proudly Serving Sanibel’s Diverse  
Crafting & Quilting Community for Over 45 Years!

A Look At Some Of The 2018 Artistic Division Entries

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

Urchin Temple Guardian by Andrea 
Schopf won second place last year 

Cynthia Skelly of Fort Myers won 
first place last year for her angel 
sculpture  photos by Jeff Lysiak

Viginia Marcellus won the 2018 People’s Choice award for her 
seashell castle  



Dave Green

Dave Green and his wife 
Linda are traveling from 

Houston, Texas to judge the 
Sanibel Shell Show this year. 
Dave will be judging the 
Scientific Division and Linda 
will be judging the Artistic 
Division.

Dave has been involved in 
the study of conchology and 
malacology for over 45 years as 
a collector of mollusks and as 
an exhibitor in shell shows. His 
interest in shells started with a 
variety of families, but today, he only collects cones, abalone 
and olives from around the world. He has won numerous 
major awards in Florida and Texas shell shows, including 
several DuPont, Conchologists of America, Shell of the Show 
and educational awards. He has served as a scientific judge 
at numerous shell shows in Florida and Texas. 

Dave is a member of the Conchologists of America, where 
he has served as president, vice president and secretary. He 
is also a member of the Houston Conchology Society, the 
Sea Shell Searchers of Brazoria County, Astronaut Trail Shell 
Club, Sarasota Shell Club and the San Diego Shell Club. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree, plus post 
master’s work towards his PhD.

Duane Kauffmann

Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club 
member Duane Kauffmann 

grew up on a small dairy 
farm in the middle of Illinois, 
graduated from Goshen College 
and then completed a PhD 
in social psychology at the 
University of Illinois. He taught 
at and retired from Goshen 
College. There he had the good 
fortune to become friends with 
two biologist faculty colleagues 
who had started a marine 
biology program in which 
he became involved and ultimately added to his teaching 
responsibilities. 

Fascinated by the tiny snails found in a clump of 
algae, Duane has focused on finding, photographing and 
identifying very small species. He recently completed a 
draft of an identification guide to some 150 micro species 
from western Florida. He is also an active member of 
the Sarasota Shell Club, coordinates the activities at the 
“club table” at the Sarasota Shell Show and has exhibited 
miniature shells at several shell shows.

Marci Chamberlain

Marci Chamberlain, 
always an artist in 

different mediums, got her 
master’s degree from the 
University of Massachusetts 
and worked in the advertising 
world until she started her 
own company in graphic art. 
After selling the company, she 
decided to devote her time to 
Victorian shell work.

Marci fell in love with shell 
collecting when she had a 
summer cottage on Cape Cod 
back in the 1980s. After she saw her first Sailor’s Valentine, 
she said she was hooked. She started researching the 
history of Valentines and then began to amass an extensive 
collection of large and small seashells.

Her crafts have been shown in several venues in 
Rockport and Newburyport, Massachusetts as well as 
here in Florida. Sandra Bullock and Adam Sandler have 
purchased her work.

For the last 11 years, Marci and her husband Joe have 
shared their time between Salem, New Hampshire and 
Palm Beach County, Florida. She joined the Broward Shell 
Club in 2013 and has since been honored with the Best of 
Show trophy four of those years.

Linda Green

Linda Green grew up in 
Cleveland, Ohio and 

fell in love with shells when 
she moved to the Orlando 
area in 1982. Her attention to 
detail when judging probably 
stems from her mathematics 
background. She received 
a bachelor’s degree in math 
from Kent State University, 
a master’s degree from 
Southern Illinois University 
and then went on to become a 
computer programer. 

Linda has judged shell shows throughout Florida. She 
has won many awards at shell shows for her magnificient 
shell-themed quilts.

Linda has served as president, vice president and 
secretary of the Conchologists of America. She is also a 
member of the Houston Conchology Society, the Sea Shell 
Searchers of Brazoria County, Astronaut Trail Shell Club, 
Sarasota Shell Club and the San Diego Shell Club.

SCIENTIFIC JUDGES ARTISTIC JUDGES 
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Bald Pt. • Banc D’Arguin • Barron Pt. • Baynes Sound • Beacon Pt. • Blue Diamond • Brooklyn 
Creek • Cadoret • Calm Cove • Canoe Lagoon • Chef’s Creek • Chelsea Petite • Clevedon Bay • 
Coffin Bay • Cortes Island •Cove Miyagi • Cranberry Cove • Creuse de Bretagne • Crystal Bay • 
Dabob Bay • Danotta • Deep Bay • Deer Creek • Denman Island • Disclvery Bay • Dosewallips • 
Drake’s Bay • Duckabush • Eagle Creek • Ecaile D’argent • Effingham Inlet • Eld Inlet • Elkhorn 
• Emerald Cove • Evening Cove • Fanny Bay • Fines de Claire • Fish Pt. • Franklin Harbor • 
Frenchman’s Pt. • Gigamoto • Gillardeau • Gold Creek • Golden Mantle • Goose Pt. • Goose 
Spit • Hama Hama • Hammersley • Hood Canal • Hunter’s Pt.• Ile de Noirmoutier • Ile de Re’ • 
Imperial Eagle • Jorstad Creek • Kackemak Glacier • Komachi • Komo Gway • Kusshi • La Belle 
Fermanvillaise • La Perle Blanc •La Perle Noir • La Pinasse de l’ile aux oiseaux • Little Creek • 
Malaspina • Marin Bay • Mattaki • Mirada Bay • Miyagi • Muirgen • Nisbet • Nootka • Oakland 
Bay • Otter Cove • Oyster Bay • Pacific Bluepoint• Pacific Orchard • Paradise Cove • Peale 
Passage • Pearl Pt. • Pebble Beach • Penn Cove Selects • Pittwater • Pt. Julia • Port Douglas • 
Portugaises • Quilcene • Rainier • Reach Island • Rocky Nook • Rocky Pass • Rome Pt. • Rose 
Special Tarbourier • Royal Miyagi • Salt Pt. • Samish Bay • Seal Rock • Sengoku • Shibumi • 
Shigoku • Sister Pt. • Skookum • Snow Creek • St. Peter Island • St. Vasst • Steamboat • Stellar 
Bay • Streaky Bay • Sun Hollow • Sunset Beach •Sweetwater • Sydney Rock • Tamales Bay 
• Tasmanian Pacific • Totem Pt. • Totten Pt. • Triton Cove • Tsarskaya • Utha Beach • Willapa 
Bay • Yaquina Acadia • Alpine Bay • Alpine Pt. • Apalachicola • Bagaduce • Barcat • Barnstable 
• Beach Pt. • Beau Soleil • Beavertail • Bee’s River • Big Rock • Blackberry Pt. • Blue Island • 
Bluepoint • Box • Bras D’or • Buzzards Bay • Canada Cup • Cape Blue •Cape Breton • Cape 
Cod Bay • Cape May Salt • Caraquet • Cavendish Cup • Chatham • Chincoteague • Cockenoe • 
Connecticut Pt. • Cornell • Cotuit • Cuttyhunk • Damariscotta • Davenport • Deep Cove • Delaware 
Bay • Dodge Cove • Duck Island • Dune Shadow • Duxbury • East Beach Blond • East Dennis • 
East End • Falmouth • Fire Island • First Light • Fishers Island • Flying Pt.• Forest Bay • French 
Coast • French Kiss • Glidden Pt. • Great South Bay • Hog Neck Bay • Hope Point. •Hummock 
Island Pearl • Huntington Bay • Hurricane Harbor • Hurrican Island • Indian Creek • Island 
Creek • J’Adore • James River • Johns’ River • Katama Bay • La St. Simon • Lady Chatterly 
• Lake Montauk • Little Bay • Lucky Lime • Madaline • Malagash • Malpeque • Marionport • 
Martha’s Vineyard • Matinecock • Matununk • Mayflower • Menemsha Pond • Mermaid Cove • 
Misty Pt. • Moon Shoal • Moonstone • Mystic River • Naked Cowboy • Nantuxet • Nasketucket 
• Nauset • Ninagret • Ninimoto • North Haven • North Shore Gold • Northumberland • Olde Salt 
• Onset Bay • Oysterpond • Peacock Cove • Peconic Bay • Pemaquid • Peter’s Pt. • Phantom 
Creek • Pickle Pt. • Pine Island • Piper’s Pt. • Pipes Cove • Pleasant Pt. •Pt. Judith • Potters 
Moon • Powder Pt. • Quonset Pt. •Ram Island • Rappahanock • Raspberry Pt. • Rip Tide • Rocky 
Shore • Saddle Rock • Salt Aire • Salt Pond • Salty Bay • Salutaton Cove • Sandy Neck • Savage 
Harbour • Sewansecot • Sheepscot • Shinnecock • Shiny Seas • Spinny Creek • St. James • 
Stingray • Stony Brook • Summer Ice •Summerside • Sunbury Pt. • Sunken Meadow • Sunnyside 
• Sweet Neck • Tatamagouche • Taunton Bay • Taylor Bay • Thatch Island • Tomahawk * 
Umami • Village Bay • Wallace Bay • Walrus & Carpenter • Watch Hill • Wawanuk • Wellfleet 
• White Caps • Wianno Bay • Widow’s Hole • Wild Goose • Wiley Pt. • Winter Pt. • Witch Duck

Our shuckers await you!

Gigas & Virginica Oysters • Clams • Mussels • Escargot 
Fried Calamari • Grilled Octopus

Voted 2010-2018 Best of the Islands
“BEST RESTAURANT FOR SEAFOOD”

Celebrating 38 Years of Fresh Fish!
Fish Market open at 11:00 am

703 Tarpon Bay Rd • 472-3128  
Serving 4:30-9:00 pm 7 days

Oyster Bar open 4:00 pm
Happy Hour 4-6 pm

$1 Oysters

www.TimbersOfSanibel.com

Open 4:00 pm 7 Days
Happy Hours

4:00-6:00 pm & 10:00-11:30 pm
Full Liquor

1200 PeriwinkleWay
(1/2 Mile West of the Causeway)

472-1998
Open 7 Days • 4:30-9 pm

Happy Hour 4:30-7 pm

OYSTER BAR OPEN 7 DAYS 
THROUGH SEASON

SERVING the  
largest selection of  
oysters in SW Florida

Visit our Sister Restaurant
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LET ’S 
EAT!

  Inspired take-along to your 
  kitchen, office or our porch
  Morning nosh/cold brew & hot coffee

  Daily lunch menu (freshly prepared to order) 

  Cold & oven ready dinner items
  Handmade hors d’oeuvres & soups

  Private chef/catering services

Stop in for freshly 
made-to-order lunch 

items or take-along 
oven ready dinner 

entrees & sides
and much more!

2003 Periwinkle Way (Tahitian Gardens Plaza) • Sanibel 

239.887.0050 •  paperfigkitchen.com

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

Aww Shucks! It’s A Pearl!
by Jeff Lysiak

You’ve heard the expression 
“Finding a needle in a 

haystack,” right? The phase 
is used to emphasize a rare 
or unusual discovery, against 
staggering odds.

Such is the case of a recent 
food find here on Sanibel, when 
Luke Timmons, the oyster 
bar counterman and “master 
shucker” at The Timbers 
Restaurant & Fish Market, was 
busy at work on February 1. 
According to Matt Asen, the 
restaurant’s owner, Timmons soon experienced something he 
hadn’t before.

“After shucking literally thousands of oysters over the 
past couple of years, Luke found one with a pearl inside still 
attached to the shell,” said Asen. “And that’s only the second 
one I’ve ever heard about in my 40 years in the restaurant 
business.”

Timmons cracked open the Cedar Key oyster to reveal 
the shiny mollusk gem, which measures nearly one-half inch 
across.

So how rare is it to find a naturally-produced pearl inside 
of an oyster shell? Only one in about 10,000 wild oysters will 
yield a pearl. Of those, only a small percentage achieve the size, 
shape and color desirable to the jewelry industry. 

Asen plans on displaying the rare oyster/pearl pair at The 
Timbers, located at 703 Tarpon Bay Road on Sanibel.

Luke Timmons with the rare find 

Oyster with attached pearl
 photos by Matt Asen

whims
POP

IN

239-313-0535
2451 Periwinkle Way

Bailey’s Center 

clothing to look 
your best.

art & gifts to feather
your nest.

mon - sat 10 am - 5:30 pm
sun 11 am - 4 pm
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Live Junonias A Landmark 
Discovery For Shell Seekers
by Jeff Lysiak

Ask any shell enthusiast visiting Sanibel Island what species 
they would most enjoy finding, and the answer would 

almost universally be the elusive Junonia.
Ask any marine biologist what species of shell they know 

the least about, and they might give the identical answer.
Despite its popularity, very little is known about Junonias.
That is, until recently.
Rebecca Mensch, one of the Bailey-Matthews National 

Shell Museum’s marine biologists, was invited last winter to 
participate in a research cruise fronted by Dr. Greg Herbert, 
associate professor at the University of South Florida 
(USF) School of Geosciences and USF’s Florida Institute of 
Oceanography. Dr. Herbert, who is also on the museum’s 
board of trustees, is engaged in a project mapping the mollusk 
community of the Florida Gulf Shelf. 

According to Mensch, she was hoping to target three of the 
most popular local shell species – the Junonia, Scotch Bonnet 
and Lion’s Paw – and how they might be featured within 
the major renovation project at the museum, which plans to 
include between 10 and 15 aquarium tanks filled with live 
mollusks and other seldom seen marine critters.

After consulting with Dr. José H. Leal, the museum’s science 
director and curator, Mensch soon learned that finding images 
of live Junonias was rather difficult. It took Dr. Leal two days to 
find any photographic evidence of the rare deepwater mollusk 
while it was still alive.

“How do we know if the depiction of a live Junonia we 
have on display in the museum is accurate?” asked Mensch. 
“There’s an obvious gap in knowledge here.”

During the research expedition, which ran from February 
22 to 26, 2018, there were 30 dredges of marine material 
conducted around the clock some 100-plus miles out into the 

Gulf of Mexico at depths of 65 to 1,100 feet.
“Sometimes you get nothing, and sometimes there’s a 

lot,” Mensch told the crowd. “But we didn’t find a single live 
Junonia… we found three!”

During the four-day excursion, Mensch and other research 
scientists found three live Junonias amongst the marine 
materials pulled up from the bottom of the Gulf. She was able 
to document the landmark find on video and in several high-
resolution images.

After pointing out some of the physical features of the 
mollusks in action, Mensch also shared a number of other 
revelations:

Junonias lack an operculum, but do have an epipodium 
covered in small papillae;

The mottled coloring of the Junonia body probably helps it 
camouflage;

Junonias have a short siphon which does not protrude out of 
the sand when they bury themselves. 

“So if you look at the Junonia display here at the museum, 
we actually got it right,” Mensch added.

Following her announcement on March 14, Mensch and 
other scientists at the museum have been monitoring the 
movements, habits and day-to-day activities of the Junonias. 
She has posted frequent updates on the mollusk’s status.

“The movement of decorations in the tank indicates the 
Junonias may be more active at night,” the museum’s Facebook 
page noted on April 26, 2018. 

Despite the lack of public access to the aquarium where the 
Junonias are living, there remains great interest in tracking 
what those shells are doing.

“Locally, there’s been a lot of interest,” said Mensch. “And 
we’ve been very transparent that these shells are not on 
display. But people still ask if they’ll be part of a tour or if they 
can see them. Really, they’re not very visible even to us (staff).”

Additional updates posted by the museum include:
April 12 – The museum is happy to announce that we can 

confirm the 1971 work by Bayer and Voss; Junonias do indeed 
eat Lettered Olives!

April 19 – Like some other gastropods, the Junonia is a 

Rebecca Mensch holding one 
of the three live Junonias being 
studied at the museum

Rebecca Mensch reaching into 
the aquarium containing three 
live JunoniasMarine Biologist Rebecca Mensch pictured next to the aquarium 

containing three live Junonias at the Bailey-Matthews National Shell 
Museum photos courtesy Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival



82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival - 21

3889 Sanibel Captiva Road across from the Sanibel School

(239) 395-5859  www.rswalsh.com

In The Garden • Retail Garden Center

Find Us on Facebook & Instagram

A tropical oasis with wandering paths through display gardens, bountiful plant nursery and garden gift shop. 
Native and tropical plants, pottery, fountains, unique outdoor seating, lovely garden accessories and gifts for 
people who love gardening.  The place for the latest landscape design and outdoor living trends.

predator. Some people may see predators as “mean,” but 
they play crucial roles in keeping ecosystems healthy. May 3 – 
Junonias, like Lettered Olives, lack an operculum. Even though 
these species share this trait, they belong to different families. 
Junonias, unlike Lettered Olives, each have a papillae-covered 
epipodium which is clearly visible when the animal retracts 
into its shell.

News of the museum’s groundbreaking discovery has 
reached far and wide. One malacologist based in Russia, 
looking to publish a paper on the anatomy of Junonias, 
contacted Dr. Leal to inquire about details of the live shells.

According to Mensch, she checks on the Junonias about once 
per week, monitoring their movement, feeding habits, mobility 
and overall health. None of the shells have been identified 
either male or female, so any breeding experiments have been 
put on hold. 

“They only feed about once a month, which isn’t too 
surprising,” she explained. “But it has been surprising how 
little we see them. It’s kind of like a zombie movie… you’ll 
see them come up out of the sand. Sometimes they’ll move up 
along the sides of the tank, but then they’ll go right back and 
bury themselves.”

In addition to continuing to study the Junonias’ temperature 
needs, substrate, water flow and water quality needs, Mensch 
stated that they are planning to do some lighting experiments. 
“We’ll be using a night vision camera to monitor their 
nighttime activity, she added.

While the most common question Mensch hears about the 
Junonias is whether the museum has any plans to put them 
on display for the public to see them, she reiterated that these 
shells spend most of their day buried underneath a layer of 
sand. Still, the excitement of the discovery of live Junonias 
keeps her inspired to learn more about these mollusks.

“It’s really exciting when you see so many people that are 
interested in them,” added Mensch. “And I kinda get excited 
knowing that we’re the first people to see this stuff.”

The best way for shelling novices, aficionados and 
professionals around the world to monitor the Junonias is via 
the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum’s Facebook page 
or website at www.shellmuseum.org/junonia.

Junonias have a papillae covered epipodium, which is clearly 
visible when the animal retracts into its shell

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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The Life And Times  
Of R. Tucker Abbott
by Anne Joffe

This year marks the occasion of the 100th birthday of “Mr. 
Seashells,” Dr. Robert Tucker Abbott.

It was Tucker’s dream to have a Shell Museum on Sanibel, 
and in 1992, he was named the first director. Through his 
knowledge, contacts and past careers, he was able to make 

this become a reality, unfortunately, one he did not live to see 
come true.

Author of hundreds of shelling, educational and 
identification books, Tucker was to the world of shelling 
what Audubon was to birding. He judged all the major shell 
shows, was a sought after speaker, and sat at our Authors’ 
Table many times. After eight years as curator of mollusks at 
the Smithsonian, he served as the director of the Academy of 
Natural Sciences in Philadelphia from 1955 to 1969, and the 
Delaware Museum of Natural History in 1970, before retiring 
to Melbourne, Florida and then to Sanibel. He also owned

Anne Joffe with R. Tucker Abbott at the Authors’ Table in 1995
photo and images courtesy Anne Joffe

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

Both stores are open seven days a week.
www.LoveBoatIceCream.com • 239-466-7707

Sanibel Location   1700 Periwinkle Way (In Jerry’s Foods Plaza)   Hours: 10am - 9:30pm
Fort Myers Location   16475 San Carlos Blvd.   Hours: 11am - 10pm
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American Malacologists, Inc., 
publishing company.

To honor his remarkable 
life, career and celebrity status 
in the field of conchology, we 
are honoring him in many 
special ways. Since he was the 
person responsible for initiating 
both the DuPont Trophy and 
Conchologists of America Award 
for scientific entries, this year we 
will have a new major award in 
his name: the R. Tucker Abbott 
Award. Being donated by Anne 
and David Joffe of She Sells Sea 
Shells, it will be given to the Best 
Exhibit Exemplifying Worldwide 
Educational Interest in Shells.

The national shell 
organization, the Conchologists 
of America, will be hosting its 
annual meeting from June 17 to 
23 at South Seas Island Resort on 
Captiva Island. It will be a huge 
birthday party and celebration 
of Tucker’s life. It was his vision 
for this organization to be the 
place for shell collectors, scientists 
and anyone concerned with the 
oceans. This meeting is open 
to all interested in the world of 
seashells, and information can be 
found on the website, www.ConchologistsofAmerica.org.

It is hard to imagine anyone who loves shells, not to have 
been effected by this truly remarkable man.

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

beach more
worry less

239.472.4117

800.548.2743
1246 Fulgur St.

(Just off Middle Gulf Drive)

reservations@sanibelsiesta.com
www.sanibelsiesta.com

Spacious 2 bedroom, 2 bath condominiums
Fully equipped kitchens 
Large private lanais overlooking tropical settings
Heated and cooled swimming pool 
All rooms elevator accessible 
Free, fast Wi-Fi & DirecTV 
Rental Office located on property
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Scuba Zak  
by Alice Cypress

Sanibel Sunset 
Detective by Ron Base

Beach Treasures  
by S. Peter Dance and 
Harlan E. Wittkopf

Seashell Poems by Bev Bethell Dolezal

Florida’s Living 
Beaches by Blair and 
Dawn Witherington

A Shell of a Problem  
by Jennifer L. Schiff

Shell Crafting  
by Anne Joffe

Sailors Valentine 
by Hatsue Iimuro

Pine land Gold  
by John D. Mills

Mostly A Kids Guide 
by Karen T. Bartlett

Liguus 
by Adrián González-
Guillén, Fredérick Krull 
and Luis A. Lajonchere 
-Ponce de León

The 2019 Sanibel
Shell Festival 

Authors’ Table 
Schedule

THURSDAY
March 7, 2019

9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Anne Joffe

Harlan Wittkopf plus 
Ken Vinton (illustrator)

12:30 – 4 p.m.
Hatsue Iimuro
Karen Bartlett

FRIDAY
March 8, 2019

9 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Ron Base

Pete Krull and
Adrian González-Guillén

12:30 – 4 p.m.
John Mills

Bev Dolezal

SATURDAY
March 9, 2019
9 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Blair and Dawn 
Witherington
Jennifer Schiff

12 – 3 p.m.
Blair and Dawn 
Witherington
Alice Cypress
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HARLAN
WITTKOPF

Returns 
For 22nd Year
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Self-Taught Sailor’s Valentine 
Artist At Top Of His Trade
by Jeff Lysiak

Little did he know 15 years ago, when David Rhyne 
submitted his first artistic entry into the Sanibel Shell 

Show, that he would soon become one of the most prolific, 
honored and decorated seashell artisans featured at the 
prestigious annual showcase. 

“My wife and I were shoe designers living in New York 
City,” said Rhyne, who specialized in designing bridal and 
evening shoes. “But after we retired, we moved into our 
vacation home in Sarasota.”

A graduate of Ringling School of Art, where he met his 
wife Victoria, Rhyne had long been an admirer of Sailor’s 
Valentines after seeing them at art and antique shows.

“I always thought they were very pretty,” explained 
Rhyne. “We had been shell admirers for a very long time, so 
we had amassed quite a collection.”

The self-taught artist began making flowers and floral 
arrangements out of shells before he approached the long 
and arduous task of making the intricate designs contained 
within Sailor’s Valentines.

“Everything I create is an original… I never copy 
anything,” said Rhyne, who estimates each Sailor’s 
Valentine he makes takes approximately 500 hours. “I get 

my inspiration from lots of places… books, magazines, 
architecture. And with a broad background in art, I can make 
my creations very detailed and more intricate.”

During his tenure as a master craftsman, Rhyne has

David Rhyne holding one of his Sailor’s Valentine creations
photos courtesy David Rhyne

our
system.
Timeless clothes, designed
to work together, season
after season.

2055 Periwinkle Way
239.472.4655
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EILEEN
FISHER

www.MacIntoshBooks.com • 239.472.1447
2330 Palm Ridge Road • Sanibel, FL 33957

Mon-Fri 9:30am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm & Sun 11am-5pm

BOOKS. PAPER. COMMUNITY.

Shell Fest Author Books Available

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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earned dozens of ribbons, 
trophies and awards for his 
Sailor’s Valentines entered in 
shell shows across the country, 
including Philadelphia, Sarasota 
and Sanibel. He was also featured 
during a segment of The Martha 
Stewart Show in 2007, when he 
personally hand delivered his 
blue ribbon award-winning 
double Sailor’s Valentine, Will 
You Be Mine, Till The End Of Time  
– which also won Best in Show 
at the 2007 Sanibel Shell Show 
– to the TV program which was 
recorded in New York City.

Rhyne’s creations often feature 
floral arrangements, mermaids, birds, butterflies, majestic tall ships, 
Oriental and Victorian designs. Oftentimes, he includes a minutely detailed, 
hand-carved piece within the design. For this year’s Sanibel Shell Show, he 
plans to submit three entries: a 19-inch Sailor’s Valentine, a miniature two-
and-a-half inch Sailor’s Valentine and a Victorian oval-shaped shell picture.

“It’s a full-time job for me,” added Rhyne, who enjoys working alongside 
his wife when creating his latest Sailor’s Valentine. “She sorts out all of the 
shells for me, laying them out in rows by size and by color. That allows me 
to really focus on my work. It’s a fun thing to do together.”

For more information, visit www.DavidRhyne.com.

Right portion of one of David Rhyne’s 
Sailor’s Valentines, titled Heart’s Desire

Detailed closeup of Rhyne’s Madame Butterfly Sailor’s 
Valentine

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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“An Ocean Boutique”

Karl Kotasek

Loretta’s 

Flowers

The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club  
would like to thank the Major Sponsors  
of the 82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Show

“Angel Wing” Level Sponsors

“Heart Cockle” Level Sponsors

Where the Shell Show 
Began 82 Years Ago

Ann Arnoff 
Memorial Award
Susan Spohr

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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Huge Kids 

Menu

“Top 5 Breakfast in Florida” - Southern Living

Full Liquor Bar

Live Music

Outdoor
Tropical Dining

Happy Hour
All Day Long

Fresh Seafood & 
Dinner Specials

239.472.0606 • SanibelIslandCow.com
Open 7 am – 9 pm • Open “8 Days a Week ” 

2163 Periwinkle Way • Sanibel Island

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

A Look At Some Of The 2018 Scientific Division Entries

photos by Lorin Arundel      
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Bailey Homestead PreserveBailey Homestead Preserve

Visit SCCF’s 

Bailey Homestead Preserve 
Native Landscapes & Garden Center

   
1300 Periwinkle Way

hours:  8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., monday - Friday   472-1932
10:00 a.m. - 3 p.m. on saturday (January - april)

•	 Beautiful	gardens	&	grounds	to	explore
•	 The	Shipley	Trail	winds	through	wetlands	

and	old	growth	trees	to	connect	with	the	
City’s	Pond	Apple	Park	Trail	

•	 Florida	native	plants	&	local	honey	for	purchase
•	 Landscape	design	&	maintenance	services

Cottages to Castles
The original Islander-owned and operated vacation rental agency 

dedicated exclusively to Sanibel and Captiva Islands.

From Simple to Simply Elegant, we represent the finest 
1 - 8 bedroom Cottages, Condominiums, Homes and Estates

Our properties have been featured on HGTV’s “Dream 
Vacations,” on MTV and in Martha Stewart “Living” magazine

May your vacation on Sanibel and  
Captiva Islands be filled with relaxing sunsets, 

cool drinks and sand between your toes.

1-800-472-5385
www.Cottages-to-Castles.com

Favorite Stop 
On Sanibel

For all those who have 
ever searched for the 

perfect shell, the Bailey-
Matthews National Shell Museum is a rare find: a museum 
dedicated to the fun, appreciation and study of shells and 
mollusks, inspiring each of us to look closer at the natural 
world beneath our feet.

In addition to its vast collection of shells and more than 
30 exhibits, this accredited natural history museum also 
offers live tank talks, arts and crafts, movies and educational 
programs every day. 

The Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum proudly 
offers guided beach walks at the Island Inn throughout 
the year, as well as guided excursions at Bunche Beach 
during the summer months. The beach walks are led by the 
museum’s shell experts who are knowledgeable about shells 
and the mollusks that create them, and passionate about 
protecting our oceans’ biodiversity. Call the museum at 239-
395-2233 or visit www.ShellMuseum.org to register today.

One of the first exhibits visitors see in the Great Hall of 
Shells is the World Record-Size Shell display sponsored 
by the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club. It includes the world’s 
largest horse conch, which is the Florida state shell, collected 
off Sanibel. New exhibits present mollusks not only as the 

creators of beautiful shells but also as diverse and resourceful 
creatures. Journey to the Center of a Shell explains shell 
growth, feeding and the lifestyles of mollusks. Amazing

Great Hall of Shells exhibit
 photos courtesy Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival



82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival - 31

Jean Le Boeuf


food

Island Restaurant

Lunch 11AM-4PM   Dinner  4-9:30PM
Happy Hour Daily   4-6 PM

239-472-0223 
2055 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel, FL 33957
Located in the Forever Green Shopping Center next to Eileen Fisher
www.CipsPlace.com

Enjoy Indoor & Outdoor Dining 
in a casual and friendly atmosphere.

Dinner and Large Group  
RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED

Adaptations describes remarkable, recently discovered life 
strategies and resources used by some of our favorite animals 
to better cope with their environment and with other animals 
around them. On the ground floor, visitors are greeted by a 
set of panels explaining the wonders of shelling on Sanibel 
and Captiva, and how to make the most of your shelling 
experience on the islands.

Thanks to its members and community sponsors, in 2004 
the museum began offering the Adopt-a-Class field trip 
program to Lee County public school fourth graders. This 
program gives young students a special opportunity to 
experience environmental education at the Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum at no cost to the students or school. 
In order to expand the educational reach throughout 
Southwest Florida, in 2017 the museum created Mollusks on 
the Move. To date, the Mollusks on the Move program has 
reached more than 3,000 children in Lee, Collier, Hendry 
and Sarasota counties at schools, festivals, camps and county 
parks, with the mission of connecting local students with the 
natural world through their love of seashells. The program 
focuses on mollusk ecology, behavior and reproduction to 
foster lifelong learning and respect for the sciences.

The Museum Store features a premier collection of gifts. 
Its fine décor offerings reflect the latest trends in home 
accessories, designed for Florida living at its best. The 
museum’s shopping consultants can assist in finding an 
exquisite piece of jewelry from Congress Jewelers’ Sealife 

Collection for yourself or someone special. It also offers 
unique children’s gifts, including colorful beaded bracelets, 
fossilized shark teeth, and books for young and old on 
seashells, marine life, fish and sea mammals. The Museum 
Store is the perfect place to grab a souvenir as a reminder of 
your visit to Sanibel and the museum.

The Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum is located at 
3075 Sanibel-Captiva Road. Call 239-395-2233 or visit www.
ShellMuseum.org.

Marine Biologist Rebecca Mensch leads an Adopt-a-Class field trip

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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The Common Nutmeg
by José H. Leal, PhD, Science Director and Curator, 
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum

The elegant Common Nutmeg, Cancellaria reticulata 
(Linnaeus, 1767), is one of the most coveted local 

species, always representing one of the “best finds” at the 
end of a successful shelling day on Sanibel, Captiva or any 
of the barrier islands of Southwest Florida for that matter. 
The species name evokes the reticulated shell sculpture 
and, although the Nutmeg’s food and feeding mechanisms 
remain unknown, the configuration of the digestive system 
suggests a diet of soft tissue or fluid. The Common Nutmeg 
belongs to the family Cancellariidae, a group of marine 
snails known to feed suctorially, “sucking” soft tissue, 
fluids or blood with the assistance of specialized feeding 
organs. The photo of the live Common Nutmeg was taken 
by citizen scientist and Shell Ambassador Amy Tripp on 
Kice Island in Collier County, Florida.

A Young Nutmeg – After settling to the bottom (in 
the case of snails with a planktonic, free-living larva) or 
hatching from an egg capsule (when there is no planktonic 
larval stage), young marine snails often resemble adults of 
their species, though sometimes with different proportions, 
colors or shell textures. The illustrations of Common 
Nutmegs show, on left, a 50 mm (about 2 inches) adult 
nutmeg; on top-center, rendered at the same scale as 
the adult shell, a 3 mm (0.12 inch) juvenile (collected by 
Kimberly Nealon on Captiva); and, on right, a magnified 
version of the young shell. In the magnified version, 
the protoconch, or larval shell, can be seen on top of the 
juvenile shell. Learn more about mollusks and their shells 
at https://shellmuseum.org/southwest-florida-shells and 
https://shellmuseum.org/blog.

Albinistic Common Nutmegs – An albino or albinistic 
shell is a shell that lacks the usual organic pigments that 
contribute to its color patterns; they are usually white, 

revealing the prevailing color, or absence thereof, of the 
calcium carbonate crystals that comprise the bulk of the 
shell structure. For unknown reasons, albinistic Common 
Nutmegs are not uncommon in parts of Southwest Florida, 
in particular in Marco Island and along the barrier islands 
of Collier County.

Albinistic Common Nutmeg from Sanibel photo by José H. Leal      

Adult and young Common Nutmegs. Young Nutmeg collected by 
Kimberly Nealon on Captiva Island, Florida. photo by José H. Leal      

Live Common Nutmeg on Kice Island, Florida photo by Amy Tripp      
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Did you know: 
Shell collecting is the second most 
popular collecting hobby in the world. 
Only stamp collectors outnumber shell collectors.



DISCOVER THE BEACH 
FOR THE FIRST TIME.

9 a.m. daily, reservations required. 
(239) 395-2233.
ShellMuseum.org/Beach-Walk

JOIN US FOR  
AN EXPERT-LED 
DAILY BEACH WALK



Call to Preview Now! 239.347.0603

Sanibel is world-famous for its seashells. If you’re lucky, you may come across the 

Junonia, one of the hardest to find. For those seeking the rarest properties on Sanibel 

and Captiva, the search is much easier. Just look for Royal Shell. For nearly three 

decades, we’ve curated the most extraordinary homes, and helped our clients explore 

all of their options. Enjoy the festival and stop by to see us! #RoyalShellStyle

Some of the rarest finds on the Islands are ours…

Look inside to view some of our treasured shells!

There are so many unique, beautiful shells on our beaches, choosing the best can be 

overwhelming. The same is true when it comes to booking your vacation accommodations. Royal 

Shell makes that decision easy. We’ll help you experience this paradise in the privacy and luxury 

of a vacation home. We’ll provide five-star guest services while you enjoy your favorite beaches, 

restaurants, shops and fun destinations. Enjoy the festival and stop by to see us! #RoyalShellStyle

…including the rarest vacation experiences.

R o y a l S h e l l F e s t i v a l . c o m
8 7 7 . 2 6 8 . 2 1 2 8

Florida Locations:  Bonita Springs/Estero, Cape Coral, Captiva Island, Fort Myers, Naples/Marco Island, Ocala and Sanibel Island

North Carolina Locations:  Cashiers, Highlands and Sapphire Valley/Lake Toxaway
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www.ShellMuseum.org

Visit The Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum
3075 Sanibel-Captiva Road • Open Daily 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.



11544 WIGHTMAN LN., CAPTIVA
• 1 Property from Beach, Partial Gulf Views
• Spacious 2 Story, 4 Bedrooms, 4.5 Bathrooms 
$2,395,000   MLS 219004141
Vicki Panico & Fred Newman   239.980.0088

CAPTIVA VILLAGE

297 FERRY LANDING DR., SANIBEL
• 3 Bedrooms, 3 Bathrooms, Beautiful Interior
• Magnificent Water Views
$1,299,000   MLS 219005038
McMurray & Nette   239.850.7888

BAYFRONT

2611 W. GULF DR. #C102, SANIBEL
• Remodeled w/Designer Finishes
• Direct Gulf, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Granite Kitchen
$1,624,900   MLS 218078824
Jason Lomano, Lomano-Nicholson Team   239.470.8628

BY THE SEA

932 WHELK DR., SANIBEL
• Remodeled 3 BR, 3 BA, Canal Front
• Dock & Lift, Gulf & Bay Access
$1,295,000   MLS 219000166
McMurray & Nette   239.850.7888

SHELL HARBOR

1243 SAND CASTLE RD., SANIBEL
• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms, Pool & Fireplaces
• Indoor/Outdoor Living for Entertaining
$1,150,000   MLS 218084313
Maureen Ahmed   239.839.7250

THE DUNES COUNTRY CLUB

1230 PAR VIEW DR., SANIBEL
• Remodeled 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Bathrooms
• Gourmet Kitchen, Expansive Great Room
$1,095,000   MLS 219000518
Cindy Sitton   239.810.4772

BEACHVIEW CC ESTATES

Call us for a private preview! 239.347.0603 | RoyalShellFestival.com Book your next vacation today! 877.268.2128 | RoyalShellFestival.com

Florida Locations: Bonita Springs/Estero, Cape Coral, Captiva Island, Fort Myers, Naples/Marco Island, Ocala and Sanibel Island
North Carolina Locations: Cashiers, Highlands and Sapphire Valley/Lake Toxaway

PUNCH AND JOE’S
• Bay View
• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms
$10,750 
1 Week Minimum

CAPTIVA ISLAND

ST. CROIX 4
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 1st Level Condo
• Conveniently East Gulf Dr. Location
$5,237 
30 Day Minimum

SANIBEL ISLAND

MARINER POINTE 142
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2nd Floor Condo
• Beautiful Bay Views
$2,300 
1 Week Minimum

SANIBEL ISLAND

JUPETER
• 4 Bedrooms, 4 Bathrooms
• Located at the Village off Chapin Ln.
$5,300 
1 Week Minimum

CAPTIVA ISLAND

LOGGERHEAD CAY 104
• 2 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms
• Beachfront, Top Floor Condo 
$3,650 
1 Week Minimum

SANIBEL ISLAND

KINGS CROWN 218
• 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, 2nd Level Condo
• West Gulf Dr. Location
$2,251 
2 Week Minimum

SANIBEL ISLAND



How To Find Shells...
• Assemble tools of the trade: mesh collection bag, small 

shovel, magnifying glass, metal sieve, shell scooper 
net, small rake/claw, field notebook, waterproof pen, 
collection bottles for tiny specimens, small plastic bags 
for shell storage, insect spray, sunscreen, water bottle 
and lightweight backpack.

• The collection of live shells is prohibited and strictly 
enforced in Lee County. If you aren’t sure if a shell is 
alive, first try the sniff test – dead critters have a strong 
odor. Place it in a tide pool or at the surf’s edge and 
observe. If the critter feels safe, it will extend from the 
shell and begin moving. If the animal is alive, return it 
to the same spot where it was collected.

• Best time to find shells is 1-1/2 hours before low tide 
until 1-1/2 hours after low tide.

• Best days of the month are the new moon and the full 
moon.

• If you don’t find shells on one beach, try another area of 
the island.

• Start by zigzagging the beach, walking from the high 
tide line to the surf line and back until hot spots are 
identified.

• Many shells are found right below the surface of the 
sand. Telltale bubbles indicate that a creature waits 
below. Enjoy their color, structure and habits and return 
them to their home.

• Tidal pools are a haven for marine life. Check under 
rocks, logs, driftwood and in sponges or clumps of 
seaweed. Be sure to return the habitat to the state in 
which you found it.

• Intertidal mud flats are great for burrowing mollusks 
and sea snails.

• As a mollusk moves, a trail may be left behind. Look for 
tracks in the sand. Leave live mollusks alone.

• Snorkeling during low tide is a great way to collect 
shells that haven’t been damaged by the surf.

• Examine the cliff-like ledge revealed as the tide recedes. 
Shells become trapped or buried there.

• Look along the tide line in shell grit. Use the sieve to 
separate grit from small shells.

• Check out large piles of shells. Don’t assume they’ve 
already been picked over.

• The roots of mangrove trees provide safe harbor for 
many mollusks. Observe them, but leave them alone.

• Avoid crowds and competition by shelling with a 
flashlight at low tides occurring after dark.

• Storms are a calling card for great shelling. Winds out of 
the northwest produce bountiful shelling.

How To Clean Shells...
• Wash shells with water to remove sand, loose debris 

and salts.
• Soak shells overnight in a solution of 50 percent water 

and 50 percent bleach. Solution may be used several 
times before discarding. Do not use bleach on shiny 
shells. It will remove their glossy finish.

• When working with bleach or removing dead animals, 
wear a mask, gloves, goggles and old clothes.

• Soaking time is dictated by the type of shell, the 
quantity of shells, and how heavy the periostracum 
(outer covering of the shell) is. Generally, soaking 
overnight is sufficient.

• After soaking, scrub the shell with a brush. Clean spiral 
shaped shells with a small, curved wire brush like a 
baby bottle brush. Use dental pick to remove barnacles 
or clean shell ridges.

• Rinse off debris and bleach and let dry.
• To bring out shell color, rub with a cotton ball soaked 

in mineral oil. Let stand about 30 minutes and remove 
excess oil with a dry cotton ball.

• Coat sand dollars, sea urchins and fragile shells with a 
solution of 50 percent water and 50 percent school glue. 
Apply to one side with a paint brush, dry and repeat on 
other side. Apply three coats. This will strengthen the 
shells.

How To Safely
Transport Shells...
• Fill plastic medicine bottles with sand to cushion small 

shells.
• Protect hinged bivalves by stuffing with cotton. Use 

transparent tape to secure. After traveling, remove tape.
• Use plastic peanut butter, mayonnaise containers or 

zippered bags to pack larger shells. Wrap shells in toilet 
paper or bubble wrap.

• Styrofoam peanuts and crumpled up newspaper work 
well as filler for packing larger shells.

• To mail packages, use heavy corrugated boxes, reinforce 
boxes on the corners and line with corrugated material. 
Reinforce the sides with crisscrossed pieces. Place 
box inside another box, with crumpled up newspaper 
serving as a shock absorber between the two boxes.

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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Imagine the fun you’ll have 
shelling with Captiva Cruises. 

Call 239-472-5300 
For reservations or plan 

your own private charter

S H E L L I N G   A D V E N T U R E S

Cayo Costa State Park is noted for its incredible shelling and secluded 
beaches. Let Captiva Cruises take you there aboard one of our fabulous 
half day (9 am to 12 noon & 1-4 pm) or full day trips (10 am-4 pm). 
We also offer “private” shelling trips for groups from 2 to 148!

Enjoy an extraordinary  “day trip” cruise expedition. Cruise from 
beautiful Captiva Island to the “out island” destinations of Cabbage 
Key, Useppa, Cayo Costa and Boca Grande. Experience dolphins in 
the wild, go shelling on a pristine barrier island, get a “cheeseburger 
in paradise” at Cabbage Key.

   La Costa Island
    Cayo Costa State Park 

Accessible only by boat, this park is a 
state treasure, noted for its incredible 
shelling, secluded getaway and a sense 

of living in Florida’s past.

Cabbage Key for a “Cheeseburger in Paradise”
Exclusive Useppa Island Cruise 
Sailing Cruises 
Cayo Costa State Park Shelling Cruises
Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island
Dolphin Adventures & Sunset Cruises
Night Sky Astronomy Cruise
Tarpon Lodge, Pine Island

CAPTIVA CRUISES

239-472-5300
www.captivacruises.com

Imagine the fun you’ll have 
shelling with Captiva Cruises. 

Call or book online!
Reservations are required.

S H E L L I N G   A D V E N T U R E S

Cayo Costa State Park is noted for its incredible shelling and secluded 
beaches. Let Captiva Cruises take you there aboard one of our fabulous 
half day (9 am to 12 noon & 1-4 pm) or full day trips (10 am-4 pm). 
We also offer “private” shelling trips for groups from 2 to 148!
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beautiful Captiva Island to the “out island” destinations of Cabbage 
Key, Useppa, Cayo Costa and Boca Grande. Experience dolphins in 
the wild, go shelling on a pristine barrier island, get a “cheeseburger 
in paradise” at Cabbage Key.

    Cayo Costa State Park 
Accessible only by boat, this park 

is a state treasure, noted for its 
incredible shelling, secluded getaway 
and a sense of living in Florida’s past.

Cabbage Key for a “Cheeseburger in Paradise”
Exclusive Useppa Island Cruise 
Sailing Cruises 
Cayo Costa State Park Shelling Cruises
Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island
Dolphin Adventures & Sunset Cruises
Tarpon Lodge & Calusa Indian Mound Trail
Private Charters

239-472-5300
www.captivacruises.com
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beautiful Captiva Island to the “out island” destinations of Cabbage 
Key, Useppa, Cayo Costa and Boca Grande. Experience dolphins in 
the wild, go shelling on a pristine barrier island, get a “cheeseburger 
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incredible shelling, secluded getaway 
and a sense of living in Florida’s past.
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Boca Grande on Gasparilla Island
Dolphin Adventures & Sunset Cruises
Tarpon Lodge & Calusa Indian Mound Trail
Private Charters

239-472-5300
www.captivacruises.com

Captiva Cruises



Shell Club Grants Program 

Each fall, the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club gives away all 
the profits from the spring’s Shell Show. Last year, these 

grants totaled $29,000. The recipients of the grants funded 
by the 2018 Sanibel Shell Show include Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum, Sanibel-Captiva Conservation 
Foundation Marine Laboratory, Mote Marine Laboratory, 
Adopt-A-Class (at Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum), 
Florida Gulf Coast University’s Department of Marine and 
Ecological Science, Conchologists of America Scholarship 
Program and Florida Museum of Natural History.

In addition to these grants, the Sanibel-Captiva Shell 
Club has supported graduate students in the University of 
South Florida’s (USF) College of Marine Science for many 
years. The club’s first contribution was in 1982, which made 
it possible for this college’s first PhD, Dr. Bruce Barber, to 
purchase equipment that was critical to his dissertation. In 
1985, the club voted to establish an endowed fellowship that 
would support research by USF Marine Science graduate 
students. What began with a modest contribution in 1985 
($500), has grown to become a significant endowment and 
one that supports cutting-edge research by some of USF’s 
brightest marine science students.

Similarly, in 1992, Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club members 
Mary and Al Bridell established a fellowship in marine 

continued on page 35

Travis Mellet accepts the $10,000 Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club/Mary 
& Al Bridell Memorial Fellowship from Jacqueline E. Dixon, Dean of 
University of South Florida’s College of Marine Science. Mellett won 
this Fellowship in 2017 and 2018 for his research in biogeochemistry. 
 photo courtesy University of South Florida
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Bailey’s Shopping Center
(next to Island Cinema • Corner of Periwinkle Way and Tarpon Bay Road)

Where The Shellers Shop!

Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 9 pm
Sun. 10 am - 7 pm

239-472-1682
GrogShopSanibel.com

Walk-in 
Humidor
Case Discounts 

on Wine and 
Liquor

Special Orders

Come in for the selection...
Stay for the prices!

Choose from Over 
60 Fine Cigars 
In Our Walk-In 

Humidor.

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

islandcinema.com

Call 239.472.1701
535 Tarpon Bay Road, Sanibel (next to Bailey’s)

Comfortable seating Matinees 
and evening shows

First Run, First Rate 
Movies Every Day

It’s Showtime



Mediterranean Fish Stew
by Resident Chef Jarred Harris,  
The Community House

4 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
1 onion (coarsely chopped)
1 stalk celery (diced)
� fennel bulb (diced)
1 red pepper (diced)
3 cloves garlic (minced)
1 leek (thinly sliced)
1 � cups tomatoes (seeded and diced)
Pinch saffron
4 sprigs thyme (leaves removed)
� cup white wine
2 cups fish stock
16 mussels
12 shrimp
1 pound clams
� pound firm fleshed fish such as tuna, salmon or 

swordfish
Heat oil in a large pan. Add onions, celery, fennel 

and peppers; cook and stir over medium high heat for 5 
minutes. Add the garlic, leeks and thyme; cook for 5 more 
minutes. Add tomatoes, saffron, white wine and fish stock, 
then bring to a boil. Reduce the heat and simmer for 10 
minutes. Add the seafood and simmer until the mussel and 
clams are open and the fish is cooked.

Serve with crispy polenta or bread.
Resident Chef Jarred Harris heads the Culinary Education 

Center at The Community House on Sanibel. For volunteer 
opportunities or questions, contact him at kitchen@
sanibelcommunityhouse.net or call 472-2155.

Come and enjoy 
our landscaped 

acres of 
garden bliss!

and Bamboo Farm

25370 Zemel Poad, Punta Gorda, FL 33955

ContactUs@potteryexpress.com
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Grants Program
science at USF “to help graduate students in the Department 
of Marine Science who need financial support to explore 
new ideas/concepts about biological, chemical, geological or 
physical aspects of ocean/atmospheric systems.”

In 2009, the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club and Mary and Al 
Bridell decided to consolidate their funds to maximize the 
support available to the fellowship recipient. It became the 
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club/Mary & Al Bridell Memorial 
Fellowship in Marine Science. The endowment is now self-
sustaining.



An Introduction To 
Viewing Shell Show Exhibits
Awards are given to the best exhibits entered in shell 

shows. Scientific Shell Show exhibits can feature a 
single shell or multiple shells. Artistic exhibits vary from 
a single stemmed flower to magnificent arrangements 
and intricate Sailor’s Valentines. This guide will help you 
understand how the exhibits are judged.

Scientific Exhibits
The shells in a scientific exhibit may be self-collected 

or from any source, meaning they could be purchased, 
obtained in a trade or received as a gift. Some judges may 
use a point system when evaluating the exhibits, with 
100 points being the highest possible score. Points are 
awarded in the areas of aesthetics, specimens, labels and 
text, and educational value. Single shell entries may also 
be judged on a point system. Although most judges do not 
keep an actual score card for each exhibit, the following 
information will give you an idea of what the judges think 
is important.

Multiple Shell Exhibits
Aesthetics (Attractiveness: 20 points) (Neatness: 5 

points): Exhibits with aesthetics appeal attract viewers. 
Not only do the shells contribute to attractiveness, but 
also their arrangement and surroundings. Labels, cases, 
backgrounds and color schemes should complement the 
specimens, rather than distract from them.

Specimens (Choice of specimens: 20 points) 
(Completeness: 10 points): Since shells are the focus of the 
show, the best shells will count most in the judging.

Labels and Text (25 points): All errors in text, whether 
they are on the backboards or specimen labels, will 
result in a lesser exhibit score. Major infractions include 
misidentifications and impossible locality data. Minor 
infractions include capitalizing the specimen name, 
incorrect use of parenthesis, omitting a comma between 
the author and the date, failing to set off species names 
(italics, bold or underlining) and typographical errors.

Educational Value (Clarity: 10 points) (Scientific 
accuracy: 10 points) (Interest/Originality: 5 points): Clarity, 
accuracy and interest are the essential ingredients of 
educational value. Scientific accuracy consists of even-
handedness, completeness and precision.

Single Shell Exhibits
(Specimen: 80 points) (Display: 20 points): Single shell 

specimen judging is based on two things; the quality of the 
shell and how it is displayed. The quality of the specimen 
is important, but the rarity of the shell is also considered. A 
rare shell will be given more points than a more common 
shell.

Artistic Exhibits
Artistic entries are judged by the quality of 

craftsmanship, choice of material used, arrangement, 
beauty and originality of the creation. Quality of 
craftsmanship is a major criterion. The judges will look for 
the presence of excessive glue showing, broken and dirty 
shells, symmetry of the shells, any material not marine 
related, dust, originality and presentation. Each entry must 
adhere to the requirements of the class entered.

Artistic exhibits will be judged on the following 
criterion:

Quality of craftsmanship - 50%
Quality and choice of material used - 25%
Arrangement, beauty and originality of creation - 25%.
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Mary Burton 
Artistic Division Chair

Tom Annesley
Scientific Division Co-Chair
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ISLAND PHARMACY
Voted Best Pharmacy  

on the Island 11 years in a row!

Heath Mart ®
PHARMACY

239-472-6188
Fax 239-472-6144

2330 Palm Ridge Rd.
Unit 12
Sanibel Island, FL

     

Periwinkle Way

Palm Ridge

 Road

Periwinkle 

Way

Palm Ridge 
Place

JD Power Award

We carry 
nebulizers, crutches, 

wound care

Every Day  
Items Also!

Over 9,000 
Insurances 

Accepted and All 
Medicare D

We specialize
in Customer
Satisfaction

Bite and  
Itch Lotion

Small
Store Feel, 

National Chain

We are ready for all your needs with:
• Specially Formulated Bite & Itch Lotion
• Natural No-See-Um Repellent
• Rentals of Walkers, 
   Wheelchairs and Crutches
• Special Orders Welcome
• Deliveries Available

Pharmacist Reggie Mathai

Caring for you and about you
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Open 7 Days • Your Table is Waiting!
No reservations • 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

472-5323 • 2007 Periwinkle Way,  
Tahitian Gardens Shopping Center

Breakfast and Lunch
Full Menu All Day Every Day • Kids Menu

Island Style Home Cookin’ in our Open Air Kitchen

Enjoy Dining At Our Handmade 
Shadowbox Fossil Seashell Tables

MON-FRI 9:30- 5:30 • Sat 10-2

Friendly and Cour teous service
All items professionally packed with care

QWIK 
PACK & SHIP

We Pack & Ship Shells!
Sh ipp ing  •  Sh ipp ing  Supp l i es 

BW &  Co lo r  P r in t i ng  •  Fax  Cop ies
No ta r y  •  Scan /Ema i l  •  Ma i l box  Ren ta l s

P ick -ups  •  W iF i

Autho r i zed 
Sh ipp ing  Cen te r

Rob@IslandBusinessCenter.com • AdrianQPSIBC@gmail.com
www.IslandBusinessCenter.com

Rober ts  Center
1456  Per iw ink le  Way, Su i te  B

(Next  to  B i l ly 's  B ike  Renta ls )
(239 )  472 -0288  •  Fax  (239 )  472 -0809

GROUND SHIPPING
WITH THIS AD

10% 
OFF

Discovering The Wild 
Side Of Sanibel’s Shells

by Leah Biery

Sanibel is a shell seeker’s paradise, 
but shells are not just for 

collecting. Before they wash ashore, 
they are home to some fascinating 
organisms that most people know 
very little about. On a recent 
Discover Shelling walk with Sanibel 
Sea School, participants learned a bit 
of shell biology – and where to find 
them too!

Discover Shelling walks are 
led by Sanibel Sea School’s marine educators, who know 
an impressive amount about the bivalves and gastropods 
we find on our islands, and why they end up here. On a 
recent trip to the beach with her students, educator Shannon 
Stainken explained why the King’s Crown Conch can be 
hard to find on the gulf side of the island. “It’s a predatory 
gastropod, or sea snail, that usually inhabits the mud flats 
around mangroves and oyster beds, so that’s actually the 
best place to look for its shell. I’d recommend visiting Bunche 
Beach in Fort Myers, or looking around Blind Pass, where 
they are sometimes pushed out of the bay with the tide.”

Stainken also explained why the shape of Sanibel makes 
it a prime shelling destination, and was eager to answer 
her group’s questions. There were many gastropod egg 
cases washed ashore on the day of the excursion, and she 
identified which species each came from and talked about the 
incredible amount of energy required for female individuals 
to produce such a large mass of eggs relative to her body size.

“It’s definitely rewarding to teach people about the shells 
they are so excited to find, from a biological perspective,”

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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The Natural Setting for  
a Beachfront Vacation
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom Suites

Certified Botanical Gardens  
Two Pools ~ Bayside Boat Docks

Toll Free: 1-800-237-5144
SanibelMoorings.com

845 East Gulf Drive, Sanibel, FL 33957
Follow us on Facebook

said Stainken. “I think that knowledge leaves them 
feeling even more enthusiastic about their future shelling 
adventures, and I love to inspire and support them in going 
out to enjoy the beach and search for their favorite shells.”

Discover Shelling walks are offered weekly at Sanibel 
Sea School and are open to all ages. Children must be 
accompanied by a parent or guardian. 

Sanibel Sea School is a 501(c)3 nonprofit whose mission is 
to improve the ocean’s future – one person at a time. To learn 
more, visit sanibelseaschool.org or call 472-8585.

King’s Crown Conch

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

Become A Shell Ambassador

To become a Shell Ambassador for the Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum, volunteers complete an 

initial one-day training and demonstrate their knowledge 
through formal assessments. Content addressed in the 
training includes knowledge of Southwest Florida shells, 
interpretation of beach ecosystems, effective public relations, 
and response to legal and ethical dilemmas. Study materials 
are provided in advance so participants can arrive prepared 
for the shell identification assessment.

One-day training sessions (8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.) are 
scheduled throughout the year. Participants need only 
attend one of the dates. Upon successful completion of 
all components of the training, Shell Ambassadors are 
authorized to wear the official Bailey-Matthews National 
Shell Museum Shell Ambassador apparel. Additional apparel 
is available for purchase.

A $100 registration fee includes advance study materials, a 
full day of training, continental breakfast and lunch, and your 
initial Shell Ambassador moisture-wicking T-shirt (awarded 
upon successful completion of all training and assessments). 
After 20 hours of volunteering as a Shell Ambassador, you 
will receive a complimentary Golden Olive Membership 
valued at $100.

For more information or to register, visit www.
shellmuseum.org or call 239-395-2233.
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Oysters:  
Some Like ‘Em Hot

by Matt Asen, 
The Timbers 
Restaurant 

“What is 
your 

favorite oyster?” 
is a question I 
am often asked. 
My answer is, 
“the last cold 
juicy one I ate 

at the source,” be it a Chincoteague 
in Virginia, a Wellfleet on Cape Cod 
or a Samish Bay in Washington State. 
The first oyster is always eaten naked 
so I can taste the flavors and feel the 
texture of the oyster. While cocktail 
sauce is the popular topping in the 
states, mignonette (a mixture of vinegar, 
pepper and shallots) is the choice in 
Europe.  

Many people prefer their oysters 
cooked, which firms up the meat and 
adds a new flavor. The classic New 

Orleans oyster is topped with 
garlic butter and Parmesan 
cheese and cooked on an open 
grill. 

I like my oysters every way, 
so I have included a recipe 
for chilled oysters (Oysters 
Ceviche) as well as one for 
cooked (Oysters Carnegie). 
Whichever you prefer, make 
sure you start with fresh, 
large oysters (3 to 4 inches) for 
cooking as the meat will shrink 
some as it firms up. 

The largest oyster I have ever 
eaten was a size 10 from Malaysia. It 
was bigger than my size 10 shoe!

One advantage of preparing a cooked 
oyster is that if you are uncomfortable 
with shucking the oyster, you can put 
it on a grill (or oven) for a couple of 
minutes until it pops open easily with 
a butter knife. It will NOT open like a 
cooked mussel, but will be easily pried 
open. 

If you can shuck your own oysters, 
that will save you a step in preparation. 

Oysters Ceviche 
12 fresh oysters
3 lemons
3 limes
1 red onion
1 red pepper
1 yellow pepper
2 Tbls. sugar
1 bunch cilantro
Hot sauce
Finely chop the onion, peppers and 

cilantro and mix in a bowl, adding the 
juice of the lemons and limes and the 
sugar. Add hot sauce to taste and mix. 
Add the freshly shucked oysters (saving 
the shells). Let the oysters marinate for 
at least 15 minutes but for no longer 
than an hour. Place the marinated 
oysters back in the shells and serve with 
a spoonful of the mixture.

Oysters Carnegie 
12 fresh oysters
1 bunch of arugula
2 Tbls. butter
4 strips bacon
� cup of shredded Parmesan cheese
Coarse ground pepper
Cook the bacon, drain and place 

the bacon on paper towels to absorb 
excess oil. Chop the arugula leaves 
(avoiding the larger part of the stems) 
and saute´ in butter. Chop the cooked 
bacon and add to the sautéed arugula 
and mix well. Remove from heat. 
Spoon a teaspoon of the arugula/
spinach mixture on top of each oyster, 
sprinkle with coarse ground pepper and 
shredded Parmesan. Cook on a covered 
grill until the cheese has melted and the 
oyster liquid is bubbling (5 to 7 minutes 
depending on the heat of the grill and 
the size of the oyster). Be careful, as the 
shell will get very hot!

Oysters Carnegie
photos by Matt Asen

Oysters Ceviche
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Enjoy a one-of-a-kind Sanibel dining experience featuring Art Deco inspired indoor dining, live piano 
music nightly and unparalleled service by an approachable team. All meals are prepared daily with 

sustainable, fresh from Florida fish, produce, grass-finished beef, lamb and free-range chicken.

Il Cielo provides the most creative and comprehensive Farm to Fork experience on Sanibel Island.

Monday – Sunday, 4:30 to 9pm  |  Happy Hour Menu, 4:30 to 6pm  |  Scott McDonald on Piano Tuesday – Sunday, 6pm 
Serving Sunday Brunch Beginning December 11th to May 12th, 11am to 2pm (Excluding Holidays)

1244 Periwinkle Way  |  Sanibel Island, Florida 33957  |  (239) 472-5555
ILCIELOSANIBEL.COM

Award Winning Dining
Voted Best Fine Dining Five Years in a Row!
Voted Best Seafood and Taste of the Taste

IN A CASUAL, ELEGANT SETTING

A Dynamic Culinary Experience

Contemporary American Cuisine
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Shell Club Members Bag 
Giveaways For Attendees

Visitors who attend the Sanibel Shell Show love the 
little bags of shells they receive as a thank you for their 

donation of $5 to enter the Artistic and Scientific Division 
exhibition halls. Those shells, unfortunately, don’t just jump 
into the bags by themselves. One of the many labor-intensive 
jobs in preparation for the shell show is the filling of those 
2,800 or so 4-inch by 4-inch  plastic bags to be used at the front 
gate. Most show attendees do make the requested donation to 
visit the indoor exhibits at The Community House. All of the 
net profit from those gate donations is given away in the form 
of marine science grants and educational scholarships.

Shell Club members spent two days filling these little bags 
at Sanibel Congregational United Church of Christ. Using 
shell donations from both members of the community and 
members of the shell club, the first chore is to sort all these 
shells by type and size. Then comes the labor of filling each 
bag with approximately one dozen shells picked from a 
variety of 40 to 50 shell species, inserting the club’s thank you 
note, and sealing the bags. 

We hope you enjoy this year’s 82nd annual Sanibel Shell 
Show and Festival and your little bag of shells.

For more information about the Sanibel-Captiva Shell 
Club, visit https://sanibelshellclub.com.

Linda Edinburg among the many boxes and totes of shells that have 
been donated to the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club. She has been in 
charge of filling over 27,000 bags of shells since she took over the 
project 10 years ago.  photo provided
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Helping You Find Your Special Corner of the World

Sanibel & Captiva Island
VACATION RENTA LS

VIP Vacation Rentals, LLC
1506 Periwinkle Way | Sanibel, FL 33957

Call Toll-Free  (877) 727-0194
Email  viprent@viprealty.com

Book Online  www.Rentals.VIPRealty.com
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Shell And Mollusk Studies With 
The Sanibel School Sixth Graders
by Leigh Gay, Outreach Coordinator, 
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum

Island children attending The Sanibel School are taught 
at an early age to appreciate the amazing diversity of 

shells in their “backyard.” A partnership between the 

Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum, the Sanibel-
Captiva Shell Club, and The Sanibel School helps sixth grade 
students to understand and answer some of the world’s most 
intriguing questions:

Where do shells come from? Why does Sanibel have so 
many shells? What ARE shells?

For several weeks, the Bailey-Matthews National Shell

Sanibel School sixth grader Kristian Schafer pointing out a banded 
tulip at the live shell demonstration area photos by Jeff Lysiak

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

Marianna Tyson and Mia Martinez sharing their knowledge about 
live shells at last year’s show
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HAPPY
HOUR

Select Appetizers $6   |   Draft Beer $3
Well Drinks $4   |   House Wine $5

12-6 P.M. DAILY @ THE JAC BAR

MENTION THIS AD FOR 20% OFF YOUR NEXT VISIT Tax and gratuity not included. Ask server for 
details.

Museum’s Outreach Coordinator Leigh Gay teaches Shell 
Studies lessons to The Sanibel School’s sixth graders to 
prepare them to answer these and other questions at the 
82nd annual Sanibel Shell Festival. The students focus their 
learning on mollusks, the animals that create the islands’ 
beautiful sea shells.

Gay, along with Nancy McDole, The Sanibel School’s 
Family Science teacher, teaches about the biology, ecology 
and reproduction of mollusks. Mollusks are born with their 
shell and continue to grow with it throughout their lives, 
making it physically impossible for a mollusk to switch its 
shell or outgrow it. The students also watch an educational 
video, Mollusks in Action, provided by long-time museum 
volunteer and co-chair of the Sanibel Shell Show Joyce 
Matthys.

After understanding the basics, the sixth graders get more 
in-depth by learning about the different types of mollusks: 
bivalves (clams, mussels, oysters, etc.); gastropods (snails 
and slugs); and cephalopods (squid, octopuses, nautilus and 
cuttles).

In the final week of the Shell Studies course, the students 
take a trip to the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum 
to cement their knowledge and see some mollusks up close. 
They view mollusks in small, personal-sized tanks to identify 
important features of their anatomy (foot, operculum, eyes, 
siphon, etc.), learn about mollusk reproduction through

continued on page 47
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Tampa Bay Top Snail (Caliiostoma tampaense) thriving in one the 
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum live tanks. The shell is a little 
less than an inch wide.  photo by José H. Leal      



Treasures For All At 
The Sanibel Shell Festival
Seashells come in many sizes, shapes, colors and a 

multitude of patterns. You will see an abundance of 
them at the 82nd annual Sanibel Shell Festival. It is the major 
fundraiser for both the Sanibel Community Association and 
the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club. 

This well-known event draws shell enthusiasts from 
across the United States and Canada, and from all over the 
world.  

Festival attendees have the opportunity to purchase shells 
and intricate shell-crafted items at the festival. Throughout 
the year, volunteers meet outside The Community House 
to sort donated seashells. Inside, the Sanibel-Captiva Shell 
Crafters create elaborate floral bouquets and other shell craft 
items. The funds raised from the sale of these items are used 
to support The Community House. There are also various 
craft demonstrations held on the grounds throughout the 
festival.

The Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club sponsors the Sanibel Shell 
Show inside The Community House during the festival. 

In the Scientific Division, visitors have an opportunity to 
see shells from around the world. In the Artistic Division, 
festival-goers will be amazed at the creations made from 
shells and sealife that have been entered in the show. There 
are floral arrangements, shell tables, Sailor’s Valentines and a 
myriad of other items. This judged competitive show is open 
to all shell collectors and artists.

In addition to the scientific and artistic exhibits, there is a 
specimen shell booth, and professional artists have Sailor’s 
Valentines, floral arrangements and other shell creations for 
sale.

There is no entrance fee to the sales and activities on the 
shell festival grounds. A $5 donation is requested by the 
Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club to visit the shell show inside 
the building. Funds raised from these donations are given 
out in the form of grants to several local educational and 
conservation organizations, to the Bailey-Matthews National 
Shell Museum, and to support marine scholarships at 
both University of South Florida and Florida Gulf Coast 
University.

For more information, visit www.sanibelcommunity 
house.net or https://sanibelshellclub.com.
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One of last year’s award-winning Scientific Division displays

Crowds filled the north room of The Community House on March 
3, 2018 for the opening day of the 81st Annual Sanibel Shell Show, 
where award-winning artistic exhibits are put on display
 photos by Jeff Lysiak

Outdoors, shoppers had a wide variety of shell crafts to select from

Sanibel Shell Show attendees winding through the Scientific Division 
exhibits

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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2018
Best Of The Islands

Gift Shop

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

Shell Craft: Shell Dishes
by Anne Joffe, She Sells Sea Shells

These dishes can be used for many things; soap, hair clips, 
even jewelry. You can use any large type Clam Shell, and 

since there is no right or wrong way, they always look great. 
Materials 
Large Clam Shell 
Lots of assorted shells, sea life, pearls (your preference)
1 good size Scallop Shell 
Glue gun or tacky glue
Triple glaze
Directions
Glue the Scallop Shell onto the center bottom, wrong side 

of the Clam Shell. This makes a base for the dish, and it should 
stand perfectly balanced.

Begin to glue your small shells at the top, start on the left 
side. Glue a few across the top of the Clam.

Fill with smaller shells, so no spaces show through and shells 
fit snug.

Fill in with your pearls, sea stars or your special touches. 
Spray with the glaze.

For more information, visit www.SheSellsSeaShellsSanibel.
com.

Shell Dish photo courtesy Anne Joffe 

From page 45

Mollusk Studies
hands-on science and search for knowledge in the Exhibit 
Hall with a specialized Scavenger Hunt.

The students will earn grades by participating in the field 
trip and by volunteering at the Shell Festival, while they learn 
important values like giving back to the community. Stop by 
and see these outstanding students in the Live Shell Exhibit 
outside of The Community House during this year’s Shell 
Festival. They are eager to share their mollusk expertise and 
get others excited about learning.
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and Rave Reviews

Sweeping Gulf Views...

R everend George Barnes probably never 
imagined that the place he built in the late 1800s 

would become the premier island resort and restaurant 
that it is today. Th e Th istle Lodge Beachfront Restaurant 
at Casa Ybel Resort still boasts spectacular views of the 

beach, serving the very fi nest cuisine in a casually elegant 
heirloom setting. You too will be whisked away to an 

enjoyable evening of fi ne wine, succulent seafood, 
premium-aged beef and just desserts. Open daily for 

lunch and dinner. Also serving Classic Sunday Brunch.

2255 West Gulf Drive • Sanibel, Florida 33957
239-472-9200 • Th istleLodge.com

Sanibel
by Bev Bethell Dolezal

From Seashell Poems and Reflections to Soothe the Soul

Oh Sanibel, you’re a favorite of mine
You try so hard to slow the time
One way in and one way out
RELAX – that’s what I’m talking about!

Not at all interested in those who hurry
You’re void of stress and things all a-flurry
Like curious tourists your tides come and go
It’s cathartic watching the sea ebb and flow

With millions of shells that come to your shores
It’s a special place, so hard to be bored
Take time to reflect, slow down and be awed
By the wonderful treasures you have in store

Every year in March you put on a show
That highlights shell treasures that wash up from below
From near and far, people come to admire
The seashells of Sanibel, oh how you inspire!

Aerial view of Sanibel photo by Diane Thomas      
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NEWSPAPER
Sanibel & Captiva Islands

If you find a special shell, 

stop by our office on Sanibel at  

1640 Periwinkle Way, Suite 2 or email  

Press@IslandSunNews.com so we can 

put your picture in the paper.

239-395-1213 • www.islandsunnews.com
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Crank Up The Color  
With Alcohol Ink

by Traci Lantz,  
Three Crafty 
Ladies

Anyone 
can be 

an artist with 
alcohol ink! 
These solvent-
based dyes 
pack a serious 
punch on a 
wide array 

of surfaces. Half-ounce bottles with 
built-in applicator tips make for easy 
travel, and eliminate the need for paint 
brushes. Put your seashells, spare 
ceramic tiles or boring glass votives to 
better use by embellishing them with 
alcohol inks. Stop by Three Crafty 
Ladies for a demonstration, or sign up 
for the Painted Seashells or Alcohol Ink 
Suncatcher Activities.

What better way to remember 

your time on the islands, than with a 
handmade piece of art? Whether you 
love to sew or are an avid painter, 
beader or mixed media crafter, you are 
sure to find something special in this 
little slice of paradise. 

Additional activities and classes are 
offered throughout the year. Check the 
website at www.ThreeCraftyLadies.
com, stop by our location in Heart of 
the Island Shops or call 472-2893 for 
more information.

Create handmade works of art on a variety of surfaces including seashells  photo provided
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ISLAND LAW OFFICE OF

Janet M. Strickland
P.A.

Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning
Probates & Estates

Business & Corporate Law

(239) 472-3322
Behind The Village Shops

2340 Periwinkle Way, Suite J-1 
Sanibel, FL 33957

www.jmslawyer.com

Member of The Real Property, Probate & 
Trust Law Section of The Florida Bar

Member of the Lee County and 
the Florida Bar Association

AV Rated by Martindale-Hubble
BBB Accredited Business Rated A+

29 Years Experience

Call Madeline for Reservations

More Than A Ride!

239.472.4888

AIRPORT & LOCAL SERVICE
www.IslandTaxi.com • ride@islandtaxi.com

Seashell Day Stunt 
Shatters World Record
by Jeff Lysiak

As part of the 3rd annual National Seashell Day festivities, 
organized by the Lee County Visitor & Convention 

Bureau (VCB), hordes of shelling enthusiasts gathered on 
Fort Myers Beach in an attempt to break the world record for 
Largest Human Image of a Seashell.

On the morning of June 21, 2018, more than 1,000 people 
gathered at the Outrigger Beach Resort, where VCB officials, 
event volunteers and a representative from the Guinness Book 
of World Records helped coordinate the new record attempt.

“Currently, this record is held by the Shell Oil Company. 
It consisted of 855 participants and was achieved on October 

17, 2017,” a press release from the VCB read, in part. “As the 
seashell capital of the world, the VCB believes this record 
should be held by The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel.”

Several days prior to the event, the VCB announced that 
they had reached maximum capacity of 1,500 participants.

Beginning at 9:30 a.m., organizers called for groups of 
approximately 50 people – clad in either white or turquoise 
National Seashell Day T-shirts – to be escorted out onto the 
sand, where they stood in place while other groups were 
added to the throng. Slowly, the human mass began to take 
the shape of a giant Junonia.

“The reason we’re doing this today is to show the whole 
world what a great community we live in,” Tamara Pigott, 
executive director of the VCB, told the crowd who began 
arriving at the event shortly after 6:30 a.m. “And when you

Closeup of the giant human Junonia on Fort Myers Beach  
 photo courtesy Lee County VCB
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One of the final groups of participants being escorted to their 
designated zone photo by Jeff Lysiak      
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post on social media, you can say you live in the most 
beautiful place in the world!”

Finally, after more than an hour of funneling participants 
into an area cordoned off in the designated shape of a 
Junonia, the group was required to stand in place for five 
minutes while cameras – attached to drones hovering high 
above the crowd – took pictures to document the attempt.

It took about a half hour to confirm the results.
“After reviewing all of the evidence and verifying the 

measurements and the head count, I am ready to announce 
the official results,” Christina Conlon, official adjudicator for 
the Guinness Book of World Records, told the crowd around 
11:30 a.m. “With a confirmed total today of 1,093 participants, 
we have set the world record!”

According to VCB officials, the youngest registered 
participant was 6-week-old Quin Simpson of Lehigh 
Acres. Attendees came from as far away as Germany and 
Switzerland. 

Participants received a commemorative 2018 National 
Seashell Day T-shirt, hat and seashell necklace for taking part 
in the record attempt.

The 2018 event wasn’t the first time that locals attempted 
to shatter a shell-related world record. Back in 2012, as part 
of the Sanibel Shell Festival’s 75th annual Shellabration, more 
than 800 people gathered at Bowman’s Beach on Sanibel 
while attempting to shatter the existing record mark in the 
Largest Treasure Hunt Game category.

For more than the required 30 seconds, the mass of shell 
seekers bent over on the sand, performing the “Sanibel 
Stoop” under the watchful eye of Guinness Book of World 
Records representatives and volunteer witnesses to the 
display.

Sanibel’s record for Largest Treasure Hunt Game stood 
for several years until a gathering in Greece, held in February 
2017, established the new mark with 1,384 participants.

INTERNATIONAL WINES & SPIRITS
STEAKS & SEAFOOD

15880 San Carlos Blvd (In Target Center) • (239) 590-8147 • www.TerraNostraDining.com

Terra NosTra
I T A L I A N   R I S T O R A N T E

E S T .  2 0 0 8

SERVING LUNCH & DINNER 
Mon. - Fri. 11:30am - 10pm 

Sat. & Sun. 4pm - 10pm
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The official world record image, taken with a drone camera by NJF 
 photo courtesy Lee County VCB
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Shell Seekers Group 
Growing In Popularity
by Jeff Lysiak

A game of hide-and-seek started less than two years 
ago by a pair of frequent visitors to Sanibel Island has 

grown to a group including more than 5,000 participants and 
admirers from across the country… and beyond.

Created by Nina Brown and Ursula Purvis, two retired 
elementary school teachers that live in Jacksonville, Florida, 
the Sanibel Shells Facebook was officially launched in May 
2017. 

“The two of us discovered Sanibel in 2006 and have been 
returning for one week every summer since then, leaving 
behind our families and our cares,” said Brown. “We share a 
love of the ocean, shelling, crafting and teaching.”

“We love exploring the island, so we tried to leave a few 
shells everywhere we went,” recalled Purvis. “I love seeing 
the smiles from the kids that found them. We hope that 
there will be enough people to continue hiding, finding and 
possibly re-hiding to keep it going!” 

According to Brown, the friends started Sanibel Shells 
Facebook after hearing about the Duval Rocks Facebook 
page – based in Duval County/Jacksonville – which features 
a similar activity in which people decorate rocks with paint 
and messages, leaving the mementos behind in public places 
for others to discover.

“One day, a lightbulb went off and it occurred to us that 
we could meld this idea with our love of shelling, crafting 
and Sanibel,” said Brown, who noted that she and Purvis 
have a plentiful supply of locally-collected dosinia shells. 
“When the weather outside was frightful and we couldn’t go 
to the beach, we began painting.”

Before long, the friends had produced almost 100 
individually painted shells.

“We encourage folks to paint, find, move, re-hide and 
simply enjoy the shells,” said Brown, who along with her 
creative partner paints some 100 new shells every month. 

Before long, the Sanibel Shells Facebook group grew to 
more than 150 members. By the end of their first year, that 
total topped 1,000 members. Currently, the group has more 
than 5,400 followers. Members hail from just about each state 
in the country as well as around the globe.

“I’m just overwhelmed,” Purvis said of the group’s growth 
in only a few short years. “We now have members in 49 
countries around the world. And it’s really been blossoming; 
we’re getting over 100 new members every week.”

Since the group began, “shellers” started posting pictures 
of their finds and telling stories about where they were 
discovered.

“I found (a painted shell) at the Periwinkle Place shops 
under the plant,” said Cape Coral, Florida resident Martina 
Labbe. “I loved it because it put smile a on my face and also 
happened to be my favorite color. It’s a fun thing to look for 
with my son when we are out and about.”

Sheri Mills, who vacationed here with her family of five 
from Southlake, Texas, joined the Sanibel Shells Facebook 
group to become better familiar with the island. When they 
arrived on the island, all three of her children were eager to 
find them.

“My middle child, Tyler Marie, found the first one 
after leaving the Lazy Flamingo restaurant; she found her 
shell under the pelican at the bank,” said Mills. “Not to be 
outdone, my third child, MJ, immediately started his search. 
It took 24 hours, but he found his while biking home from 
Sanibel Sea School on a newspaper stand.”

Mills also noted that the shells contained inspirational 
messages. “MJ’s shell read ‘Namaste’ on the front and ‘Just 
Breathe’ on the back,” she added. “What was particularly 
cool is that Tyler Marie’s shell read ‘Bloom where you are 
planted,’ which is something her coaches talk about with 
her cheer team; and that philosophy is something that has 
proved personally true for us.”

Purvis explained that she enjoys seeing pictures posted on 
the group’s Facebook page, and she encourages people to use

Nina Brown, co-founder of the Sanibel Shells Facebook group, 
painting new shells at her home photos provided
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Ursula Purvis, co-founder of the Sanibel Shells Facebook group, 
spraying some newly painted shells with clearcoat
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the hashtag #sanibelshells before they hide them. 
“Everyone loves to know when his or her shells are found, 

but please understand that not everyone is on social media. 
This is more about making someone smile than it is Facebook 
recognition,” she added. “We thought it would be a fun and 
positive way for lovers of Sanibel and shells to share their 
love and ‘pay it forward.’” 

Brown also wanted to give credit to the locals – whom 
she calls “Shell fairies” – who assist in hiding newly painted 

shells shipped from the group’s founders and other out-of-
town artisans.

“We couldn’t do the work without them,” said Brown, 
who has been told by several businesses and area chamber of 
commerce officials that the Sanibel Shells Facebook group is 
making a positive impact on the community. “We’re kind of 
like a PR machine for Sanibel. Of course, that makes us very 
happy because we love the island!”

Lisa Schockemoehl from Minnesota found this seashell decorated 
with the Sanibel Lighthouse This mermaid shell was 

discovered by Lori Leigh

Maggie Jenkins of Cape Coral 
hiding one of her mermaid shells 
at Lighthouse Beach
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We are dedicated to curing
chronic pain and eliminating the 
need for surgery for osteoarthritis,
sports injuries and more!

PLATELET RICH PLASMA  |  STEM CELL THERAPY

ProlotherapyH3 

Regenerative treatments that can restore your vibrant,
active lifestyle so you can enjoy all that Sanibel has to o�er!

Caring Medical
9738 Commerce Center Ct. 
Fort Myers, FL 33908
(239) 308-4825
CaringMedical.com

Ross Hauser, MD                             Marion Hauser, MS, RD, CEO



82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival - 54

Few Match Enthusiasm 
Of ‘Shelle Kelle’
by Jeff Lysiak

To say that Kelle Covington is obsessed with seashells 
might actually be a bit of an understatement.

The Bonita Springs, Florida resident, a shell collector 
for her entire life, is known to her friends and fellow shell 
collectors as “Shelle Kelle.” In fact, that moniker is her 
Instagram handle. 

Shelle Kelle, by the way, has more than 29,000 followers 
on the social media platform.

“I’m all about tropical-positivity,” said Covington, who 
grew up collecting seashells as a youngster on the New Jersey 
shoreline. “I feel grateful beyond belief to go beachcombing 
just about every day on subtropical islands surrounded by 

natural beauty. I love doing the Sanibel Stoop for hours… it’s 
the perfect way to revitalize your body, mind and spirit.”

As a youngster, Covington spent many vacations combing 
the beaches of California and Oregon with her mother and 
sisters, collecting driftwood and seashells of various sizes 
and species. But as an adult, her passion for shelling not only 
continued… it flourished.

“When my husband (Bob) and I were looking for a place 
to retire, we wanted to find a neighborhood that was near 
the water, a place where I could go shelling every day,” said 
Covington. “Once we found a place here in Bonita (Springs), 
I still didn’t know about the quality of shelling you have here 
in Southwest Florida.”

Soon, Covington was combing local beaches – from 
Sanibel south to Marco Island – five days per week, 
developing a routine of finding pristine shell specimens 
along with making friendly connections with fellow shelling 
enthusiasts. While attending the Sanibel Shell Festival, 
the assistant director of the Bailey-Matthews National 
Shell Museum, Melanie Moraga, took her picture. Their 
subsequent conversation led Covington to becoming a Shell 
Ambassador at the museum.

“I walk the beaches every day and I’ve met a lot of 
friends,” said Covington, who noted that she also became 
a member of the Sanibel-Captiva Shell Club. “Shelling 
really has changed my life. At the museum, I serve as a 
Shell Ambassador in the Great Hall of Shells. I go to classes 
and lectures on shelling. I’ve gone on field trips and fossil 
digs. And I’ve also become a First Mate for Treasured Shell 
Seekers, a tour company out of Goodland. My whole life is 
shelling. That’s why I like to say ‘Shellebrate every day!’”

It’s hard not to become enraptured by Covington’s

Shelling expert and enthusiast Kelle Covington’s entire home is 
adorned with shells photos by Jeff Lysiak

A hutch in Covington’s front hallway is filled with shells she collected 
since she was a child  
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Explore
More.

CypressCoveLiving.org

• 5-Star Dining

• Salon and Spa

• Creative Arts Studio

• Indoor Heated Pool

Active Senior Lifestyle 

• Fitness Center and Daily  
 Classes

• Woodworking Shop

• Utilities and Housekeeping
 Included

Independent Living  |  Assisted Living  |  Memory Care Assisted Living  |  Skilled Nursing  |  Rehabilitative Care  |  Home Health Services

Cypress Cove at HealthPark  |  10200 Cypress Cove Dr., Fort Myers  |  239-317-8511

bubbly personality and devotion to her hobby. She welcomes 
conversations with strangers and fellow seashell enthusiasts 
alike, sharing stories about finding her first alphabet cone or 
giving directions to one of Sanibel’s top shelling sites with 
equal intensity.

“For me, every day I go shelling presents an opportunity 
to discover a new treasure,” she said. “It’s a form of 
meditation for me… I enjoy listening to the sounds of the surf 
coming upon on the shore… seeing birds and dolphins… 
seeing someone new to shelling discover something they’ve 
never seen before. Who wouldn’t enjoy all of that?”

Covington recalled the day when she witnessed a shelling 
novice combing the beach alongside a group of die hard shell 
seekers. When she saw the novice standing all by herself, 
clutching an unseen object to her chest, she walked up to her 
with curiosity. 

“Is this one of those special shells?” the woman asked her, 
opening her hands slowly to reveal a splendid example of a 
junonia. She also stated that the shell had simply rolled up in 
a wave at her feet, as if by divine intervention.

“To see her experience that moment was amazing,” added 
Covington.

One of her favorite duties each year is serving as a 
greeter at the entrance to the Sanibel Shell Festival, where 
she welcomes guests to The Community House with her 
signature painted buckets filled with seashells to share. 

Make sure to say “Hello, Shelle Kelle!”
Kelle Covington stated that she goes shelling at least five days each 
week

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival
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For 16 years, we’ve proudly served Sanibel and Captiva businesses and residents with your banking 
needs. And we do it with fee-free products, like business and platinum personal checking accounts.

But we don’t stop there.

We invest in our community and support local causes that matter to you.

Locally owned and operated with two island branches, we’re your neighbors and friends –  
here to serve you and the community we both love. 

www.SanCapBank.com

ONLY bank chartered
on Sanibel

We are
the

NMLS #411904

2475 Library Way, Sanibel | 239-472-6100  • 1037 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel | 239-472-6150
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Sanibel Shelling Regulations
courtesy City of Sanibel

All Sanibel beaches and nearshore waters to one-half mile 
from shore are protected by Chapter 68B-26 of the Florida 

Administrative Code. This rule prohibits the harvest and 
possession of live shellfish. Sand dollars, sea stars (starfish) 
and sea urchins are also protected. All shelling is prohibited 
within the waters of the JN “Ding” Darling National Wildlife 
Refuge.

Violators are subject to a $500 fine and 60 days in jail for a 
first offense. 

Sanibel’s Shelling History
With more than 400 species of shells, Sanibel has long 

been known as a world-class shelling destination and the 
expectation of finding these treasures lures thousands of 
visitors each year. In the late 1980s, in order to protect this 
important biological and economic asset, the city petitioned 
the Florida Marine Fisheries Commission (MFC) to restrict live 
shelling. As a result, the MFC passed a special Sanibel Shelling 
Rule (MFC Rule Chapter 46-26) restricting live shell collection 
to two specimens of any one species per person per day. This 
rule also required all non-residents to possess a state saltwater 
products fishing license, a little known and often ignored 
regulation. This rule was in effect for six years and was of 
value from an educational standpoint. However, enforcement 
was virtually impossible and collecting in excess of these limits 

occurred regularly. 
In 1993, the city further petitioned the MFC to establish 

a complete ban on live-shelling for Sanibel offshore to the 
city limits (one-half mile from shore). This more stringent 
rule was justified considering the extraordinary ecological 
and economic values of this resource and the expansive 
consequences should populations collapse due to over-
harvest. The new rule was approved at a final public hearing 
in October 1994 and went into effect January 1, 1995.

In January 2002, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission approved the Lee County Commission proposed 
ban on the collection of all live shells within Lee County. The 
change took effect on March 1, 2002. 

For more information, visit www.mysanibel.com.

Sunrise at the beach along Middle Gulf Drive
photo by Joyce Matthys
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Step back in time and experience a glimpse of Sanibel and its people from the 1880s through the 1940s. 
The island’s way of life is recreated in a village of 9 historical structures – relocated, restored, and preserved. 

Come visit a pioneer home, fishing cottage, post office, schoolhouse, tea room and packing house  
(the only reproduction). See the Bailey’s Model T truck.

The Sanibel Historical Museum and Village is located at 950 Dunlop Road, Sanibel.  
Hours open: May through July: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Tuesday – Saturday.  Mid-October through April: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday – Saturday. Closed holidays.  

Admission: $10 per adult over 18; under 18 and members admitted free.  For more information, visit sanibelmuseum.org or email info@sanibelmuseum.org.

Sanibel Historical 
Museum and Village

You’ve Seen the Sanibel of Today

Come See the Sanibel of Yesterday
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Conservation Lands

Shelling Locations

JN “Ding” Darling 
National Wildlife Refuge

Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum

SCA Community 
House

Parking Lots
All Sanibel beaches 

have restrooms 
except Blind Pass

Sanibel Public 
Library

Clinic for the 
Rehabilitation of Wildlife

Sanibel-Captiva 
Conservation Foundation

Shelling Tips & Essentials
     Bucket, net bag and scoop
     Sunscreen, sunglasses and hat
     Best time to go shelling is after a storm, at low tide 
     and in the morning just before dawn
     Do not collect live shells; It is illegal. If found, 
     place shell gently back in the water

Gulfside City Park
(Algier’s Beach)

Lighthouse 
Beach

Sanibel 
Lighthouse

San-Cap 
Chamber of 
Commerce

Boat 
Ramp

Fishing Pier

Tarpon Bay Beach

Tarpon Bay

Pine Island 
Sound

Bowman’s Beach

Turner 
Beach

Blind Pass 
Beach

Alison 
Hagerup 

Beach

Redfish Pass

Blin
d Pass

Captiva Island

Sanibel Island

Buck Key

South Seas

McCarthy’s MarinaMcCarthy’s Marina
Jensen’s Marina

San Carlos 
Bay

Sanibel 
Marina

Public 
Restrooms

Sanibel and Captiva Islands
offer over 17 miles of beach.
The Best Shelling in the World.

Sanibel Historical 
Museum & Village
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Major Changes Under Way  
At National Shell Museum
by Jeff Lysiak

An idea that was born three years ago has finally begun, 
but you’ll have to wait until next year to see it fully 

completed.
“The idea behind this started with our Touch Tanks,” 

Dorrie Hipschman, executive director of the Bailey-Matthews 
National Shell Museum, explained at a private gathering of 
select museum staff and supporters last March. “(Museum 
biologist) Rebecca Mensch built an eight-foot tank, which 
we installed on the first floor in 2015. But we learned very 
quickly, with more than 60,000 visitors every year, that it just 
wasn’t going to be possible to do everything we wanted to 
do. The Touch Tank demonstrations are very popular; in fact, 
for many people it’s life changing. People come here thinking 
shells are just rocks, but when they learn that they’re living 
things, it really opens their eyes.” 

Initially, museum leaders discussed the idea of adding a 
large aquarium within the Great Hall of Shells, located on 
the second floor. However, given the terrific weight such an 
amenity would require, as well as the limited space available, 
other options began being explored.

“We had to think about how we could maximize the space 
within our building,” said Hipschman. “We can’t expand 
the footprint of our building, so we had to look into how we 
could use our ground floor best.”

That’s when the idea behind the Your Museum Comes 
Alive! project really took off.

Hipschman and other museum representatives met with 
island architect Amy Nowacki and City of Sanibel Building 

Department official Harold Law. During that meeting, 
Law pointed out that because the building is supported by 
columns rather than walls, none of the interior walls of the 
structure were load-bearing.

“As long as the aquariums are contained underneath the 
extension of our roof, we can add them to our first floor,” 
Hipschman noted.

Back in January, the shell museum hosted an official 
groundbreaking ceremony for the Your Museum Comes 
Alive! campaign. Guests were invited to peruse three 
artistic renderings that detail what the facility will look like 
once the massive renovation is completed in early 2020. As 
Hipschman pointed out, the aquarium that will be dedicated 
to live mollusks will be the first of its kind in the world.

The first rendering featured the new exterior of the 
Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum, with extended 
glass windows and relief renderings of mollusks and ocean 
animals carved into the walls. A second image included a 
drawing of people interacting with multiple live aquarium 
displays. The third rendering showed visitors interacting 
with touch tanks and other hands-on displays.

Preliminary plans call for “between 10 and 15” live 
aquarium tanks – with capacities between 100 and 1,000 
gallons – to be installed at the museum.

“We’re planning to build a natural ecosystem of mollusks, 
fish and other marine creatures that you might not know 
that much about or haven’t seen before,” said Hipschman, 
who offered that the tanks might be occupied by octopuses, 
cuttlefish, giant clams and squids. “We want people to look 
closely – we want them to be amazed.”

By adding a living collection of mollusks to its already 
extensive shell collection, the museum aims to better inspire 
and educate its visitors and community. The aquarium will 

Artistic rendering of the new exterior of the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum, to be completed in early 2020 
 images provided by Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum
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The Shell Collectors’  
Code of Ethics
I realize that mollusks are 

part of our precious national  
wildlife resources, therefore:

I WILL make every effort to protect 
and preserve them not only for my own 

future enjoyment but for the benefit 
of generations to come.

I WILL always leave 
every shelling spot as 

undisturbed as possible.

I WILL take only 
those specimens needed 

for my collection.

I WILL leave behind the 
live specimens so that they 

may live and multiply.

I WILL NOT collect live egg cases.

I WILL practice and promote 
these conservation rules 
in every way possible.

The Shell Collectors’ Code of Ethics first appeared in the 
Shell Club’s archives in 1976. At that time the island was 

divided on imposing a live shelling limit or ban.

include additional exhibit space to emphasize current 
environmental issues and flexible educational program 
areas designed to help its educators become even better at 
connecting people to nature.

“Make no mistake, this project will transform the 
museum,” Hipschman told the crowd. “It will transform 
our community and the world. It really is not a stretch to say 
that we can change the world. It’s not a stretch to believe that 
Sanibel can be a world leader in ocean conservation through 
our work.”

Construction work at the museum will take about six 
months, with an additional six months for aquarium and 
exhibit design and installation. During construction, the 
museum will be closed for a couple of weeks, but will be 
operational during most of the construction phase. 
In addition to private donations, the aquarium project is 
sponsored in part by the Department of State, Division of 
Cultural Affairs, the Florida Council of Arts and Culture, and 
the State of Florida. The museum is raising the remaining 
funds needed to complete the project. Once operational, 
the new facilities pay for themselves and can be used to 
underwrite children’s educational programs. 

Enthusiasm for the Your Museum Comes Alive! campaign 
quickly spread across Sanibel and across the shelling 
community.

“We have the opportunity before us to transform the way 
we teach residents and visitors about the ocean and our local 
habitat. Caring for the environment is important for each and 
every one of us,” said Chris Davison, past president of the 
museum’s board of trustees. “The aquarium addition will 
help us inspire the next wave of ocean leaders.”

“And it’s great for them to be taking this step out and 
going from being just a museum where you can learn about 
these pretty shells,” said C. Mark Eakin, Coral Reef Watch 
coordinator for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), “to understanding better how the 
shells are formed, the life of the shells and the importance of 
the ecosystem they live in.”

Hipschman also called the project a “one-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity.”

Visitors can check out www.shellmuseum.org/alive 
for construction progress and schedule updates. For more 
information, call Executive Director Dorrie Hipschman or 
Assistant Director Melanie Moraga at 395-2233.

82nd Annual Sanibel Shell Festival

The museum hopes to add 10 to 15 live aquarium tanks
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Shell Craft: Passion Flower
by Anne Joffe, She Sells Sea Shells

These take a bit of work to make but they come out very 
nicely. You can put it in a pot, or make a small trellis 

and attach these to really be lifelike because they are a vine 
flower.

Materials
5 medum size Horse Mussels 
5 smaller Horse Mussels 
50 thin Sea Urchin Spines 
3 small arms from a Sea Star 
3 small Tusk Shells
White, light green and yellow water-based paint
Paint brushes
Glue gun or tacky glue
Triple glaze
Directions
Using a worksheet, put a large dab of glue on sheet and 

glue in the points of the 5 large Mussels.
Alternate the smaller 5 Mussels into the glue. You may 

need to add more glue as you go.
In center of the Mussels, add a dime-size blob of glue. 

Carefully, glue in a Sea Urchin spine all around this glue blob 
and on top of second row of Mussels.

Repeat this step, adding more spines but alternate their 
placement.

Break off the 
long pointed 
end of the Tusk 
Shells. On top of 
this glue blob, 
glue the 3 Tusk 
Shells, evenly 
spreading them.

In between 
these Tusk 
Shells, add 
another small 
blob of glue and 
add the Sea Star 
arms in between 
the Tusk Shells. 
Let dry.

With green paint, outline around all of the edges of the 
Mussels. Paint the same green on the Sea Star arms and Tusk 
Shells, plus the built-up glue blob.

Paint with yellow, only the end of the 3 Tusk Shells. Paint 
a small row around the end of the arms. Do not paint the 
whole Tusk Shell. 

Carefully paint a white circle completely around the Sea 
Urchin spines. Spray the flower with the glaze. 
For more information, visit www.SheSellsSeaShellsSanibel.
com.

Passion Flower photo courtesy Anne Joffe
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“An Ocean Boutique”

“Where Islanders Have Sent Their Friends & Family To Shop Since 1976”

Sanibel & Worldwide Shells
Corals & Exotic Sealife • Shell Gifts

Jewelry • Books • Candles • Lamps • Craft Supplies 
T-Shirts, Tanks & Muscles • Hoodies • Hats • Cover-Ups & Dresses
 Handmade Xmas Ornaments • Shell Flowers & Bouquets

“Welcome Shell Festival Visitors”

1157 Periwinkle Way
239-472-6991

Open 7 Days 9:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Adult & Kids T-shirts - 3 for $23

See Our In-store Specials!

SheSellsSeaShellsSanibel.com • sanibelseashells@aol.com
Like us on Facebook • Instagram • Twitter

Celebrating Over 43Years On Sanibel!

Voted The Best  

Shell Shop in SW Florida

-News Press  

Readers Poll 2000-2018

Voted The Best Gift Shop

in SW Florida 2018

Winner Best Shell Shop 

-Island Reporter 

Readers Poll 2000-2018

2015 Best Craft Shop & 

Best Gift Shop

WE SHIP!
FREE 

GIFT!
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